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in which we do not receive more of them, setting 
out the hardships, the murders, and the ravages | 


which are there daily cémmitted. 


We felt it to | 


be our duty to do something. We do not pretend | 


that we have devised the best system that can he 
devised; we can only sa 
the best that has occurred to us. If any Senator 
has a better one, let him come foreword aid pro- 
duce it—if he has a cheaper one, let him propose 


that we have devised | 


it; but, until some other one is proposed, we con- | 


tend that this is entitled to eonsideration; and that 
until a cheaper mode can be devised, the item of 


expenditure is not a proper argument against this | 


mode of doing that which we are bound to do. 
Mr. DAWSON. I am in favor of the motion 
of the Senator from Virginia, to refer this subject 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. I consider 
it as embracing one of the most important propo- 
sitions that have been for a long time presented to 
this body—presented without an estimate or with- 


out any previous understanding on the part of the | 
Senate as to the amount of money it is to involve. | 
1 prdpose to say a word or two to the Senator | 


from I[}linois, on the subject of the expense in- 
volved in this measure, and to ask him whether, 
before he presented this bill here, he made any in- 


vestigation as to what would be the amount of | 


expense of raising and equipping these three regi- 
ments. 
men, who are to be raised and paid at the same 


There are to be three thousand mounted | 


rate as the mounted riflemen who were Sent to | 


California. 
as to advise us before we give our votes upon this 
subject, what will be the cost of transportation 
necessary to carry the subsistence some two thou- 
sand miles to stations near to California? 
he thoucht of that? And has he made an estimate 


of the buildings that will be necessary forthe con- | 


venience and comfort of the soldiers and as shelter 


for their horses, and of the utter impossibility of | 


procuring lumber or even common trees on these 
vast prairies to build these houses with? Has he 


ascertained how long it will take to clear the land | 
Nota |! 


where all this subsistence is to be raised ? 


Has he taken into consideration, so | 


Has | 


word of it, sir, have we heard; and yet the Sena- | 
tor from Illinois denounces those who happen to | 
speak of probable expenses, which certainly ap- | 


peer not less enormous than probable, when the 


ives of emigrants are taken into consideration! | 
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holg the needful protection to the emigrant. Sir, 
th@Pis the object which we ought to have in view; 
and when we present a bill of this nature, involv- 
ing so great an undertaking, I think we ought not 
to dream of commencing it until we have pretty 
thoroughly understood where we are 
how we are to get there. 

it has been said that $4,000,000 will not suffice 
to cover the expenditure which will be incurred 
by this bill. Sir, we all know that the cost of 
transportation has been immense even from Inde- 
pendence to Santa Fé, ovér a regular-built route; 
and yet these three thousand men are not only to 
support themselves by agricultural labor, but are 
to make a road and build bridges over a space of 
two thousand miles. Sir, what plausi lity is 
there in such a proposition? Everything which 
is contemplated in this bill, Mr. President, must 
be carried into execution by the appropriation of 
money. The builders of these bridges and fe: ry- 
boats will have to be mechanics transported from 


omg, and 


wr 
oS 


“one end of the line to the other, because these 


three thousand soldiers will be all the time on 
duty, or taking care of their horses. There are 
so many ways in which money will be rendered 
necessary here, that it is due to the country and 
the Senate—the Senator from [Illinois himself not 
having, perhaps, sufficient time, in consequence 
of the press of other duties, to look so minutely 
into the details as seems to me to be necessary — 
that the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs should investigate this whole subject, and 
present it in the shape ia which it ought to be pre- 
sented to the Senate and the country. ‘Then we 
shall more fully understand it; and when we come 
to vote upon it, we shall do so with more satis- 
faction, whether we should find it necessary to 
vote for it or against it. I therefore feel obliged 
to vote for the motion of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, that this bill may be recommitted to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, especially consid- 
ering that the Senator who is at the head of that 
committee knows something of the cost of trans- 
portation in some of those regions. 

One thing further. This bill had passed my 
notice except in one point of view. I supposed it 


was intended as a means of erecting a creat tele- 


|| graphic line, as I casually observed it; and one 


Sir, I hold that this is no way to lay down a prop- | 


osition. 
mates for everything you propose to do. 


‘which is to be protected? Why, sir, if lam rightly 
informed, it is some eighteen hundred or two thou- 
sand miles. And three thousand men are to be 
dotted along this line for its protection! And 
suppose you divide them into companies of a hun- 
dred each, how many stations will you have over 
the two thousand miles? 
sixty miles! 


Lay down your plan; show your esti- | 


Tell us | 
what is to be the distance of this telegraphic line | 


bility of this bill, these men are to protect these | 
telegraphic lines, while at the same time it is | 
thrown out to the country that they are to subsist | 


themselves by agricultural labor! 


Sir, it cannot 
be done. They cannot do it. 


There will 


be | 


a constant traveling backward and forward to | 
protect the emigrants as well as the telegraphic | 
posts. Sir, a proposition like this evidently ap- | 

ertains to the jurisdiction of the Committee on | 
Military Affairs, and I desire to have it investi- | 


gated by that committee, in order that I may || 


be justified in giving my vote. 


t is necessary, too, sir, that we should consider | 


the character of the country over which this line 


is to be built; and in that will be found numerous | 


and large items which the Senator does not appear 
to have considered at all, such as the numerous 
rivers which are to be bridged or ferried over in 
the long distance of two thousand miles. What 
is likely to be the expense of erecting bridges or 
of constructing all the ferry-boats necessary in 
this long journey? How are the materials to be 

ot? or, if yougmake boats where the materials are 
ound, how are you to get them to the rivers where 
they are to be used? All these are vastly import- 
ant considerations. I am not disposed to with- 


» iil 


thing for which [ supposed this military escort 
was necessary was for the protection of this tele- 
graphic line. Now the idea of a telegraphic line 
through a savage country extending some two 
thousand miles, seems to me to be hardly very 
practicable. It would have to be traversed over 
every day for the repair of accidents, the result 
either of storms or of mischievously disposed per- 
sons. Why, sir, even for that, three thousand 
men would not be enough. | am glad to find, 


|| however, that it was not, as I at first supposed, 
One station for every | 
And then, to show you the plausi- | 


to make an appropriation of the public money for 
the benefit of an individual. 1 think if the bill is 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, it 
will be likely to come back in such a shape as 
will present to us various public considerations 
which should be taken into the account by this 
body. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I feel bound to resist the 
reference of this matter to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. I feel bound to resist it for the 
pgason that at this late period of the session it 
would be equivalent to a rejection of the bill. 

Mr. DAWSON. If the gentleman will only 
show me an estimate of the cost of transportation, 
&c., I will not propose such a reference. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I was remarking that a ref- 
erence could be made, if at all, with quite as much 


propriety to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
| over which you preside, (Mr. Baieur in the 
| chair.) Gentlemen may make a more plausible 
| argument, since the object of this bill is to make 
| agreat road over a vast wilderness, and to keep 
| up bridges, to show that the bill ought to go to 
| the Committee on Roads and Canals, in order 
| that they mz 
| cost of building the road. And when the Com- 
| mittee on Roads and Canals shall have reported, 


bring forward the estimates of the 


another gentleman, desiring that further delay may 


| nation prepared to make an estimate. 
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be made, may move to have it referred again to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
because it provides for carrying the maitis; then, 
after that, gentlemen may say that it must be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, in order 
that they may report upon that part of the bill 
which proposes to grant land to the soldiers along 
the line. Thus you will find, that if the jurisdic- 
tion over this matter is taken from the Committee 
on the Territories, you have no committee to which 
itis proper to refer the bill. 
sibility that the gentleman urges a reference to the 
Military Committee, you may urge a reference to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals, to the ¢ 
mittee on the Post Office and Post ls, to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and, perhaps, to 
two or three other committees; and, sir, the whole 
effect of any reference will be, to kill the bill. 

The gentleman wishes for estimates; hé wishes 
to know the cost of the buildings, of the bridges, 
and boats along the line. Why does he want the 
estimates, and if he wants them, how is he to get 
them? 

Mr. DAWSON. Call for them. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. And wherefrom? Will you 
call from the vast wilderness, where you have 
neither an officer nor a soldier, nor an agent of 
any kind? Or will you send an agent there, and 
wait till next year forareply? I apprehend you 
will wait a longer time than that, before you will 
have a reply to your call. That is the very thing 
to which I object. We have the means to 
get at the estimate; you have not a man in the 


With the same plau 


: 
om- 


Roat 


not 


And why 
do you want an estimate? The provision in the 
bill is, that the troops shall ‘build station houses 
and posts for themselves with their own hands, 
out of the materials to be obtained along the route. 
No matter what the it does not cost the 
Government a dollar, for they are to be built out 
of the material along the line, and by the soldiers 
themselves, whoare to be paid by the compensa- 
tion provided in the bill. The gentleman talks 
about the cost of the transportation of the mate- 
rials which may be needed for building these posts 
and stations. Il perceive that the Committee on 
Military Affairs do not understand, the spirit of 
the bill. Who ever dreamed of hauling lumber: 
two thousand miles to build a bridge, when you 
may make an adobe bridge from sun-dried brick, 
made of the clay found on the very spot? The 
materials may be taken out of the very bank of 
the rivers. I fear that if the bill were sent to th: 
Committee on Military Affairs, the Senator from 


cost 18s, 


| Georgia [Mr. Dawson] would get the estimates 


far above four millions of dollars, if he proposed 
to haul the material across thecountry for bi 
these bridges, &c., instead of getting the mat 
along the line, and constructing these build 
adobe brick. I take it, the material may |! 
tained along the line. 


Mr. DAWSON. C 


ding 


un you make ferry-boats 


of adobe brick? 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I know the gentleman is 
suggesting these inquiries for the purpose ol draw- 
ing my attention from the provisions of the bill; 
but I will go through with my course of remark. 
It so happens that he has not studied the geogra- 
phy of the country. The rule is, and everybody 
who has seen the prairies knows, that when you 
approach a stream, you find there is timber 
skirting its banks. And when you travel across 


| a prairie and see timber rising in front of you, 


you rest assured that water is near. [t so ha pens 
that Providence has piaced timber near the streams, 


| so that bridges and boats can be constructed for 
| crossing them. 


In the same way you go through with all the 


| estimates for which the Senator from Georgia 


asks. He wishes to know the estimated cost of 
transportation. Why, sir, this bill provides for dis- 


pensing with transportation by compelling these 


| stations to raise their supplies along the line, and 


thus avoid that enormous expense which 1s incurred 


| every year by the regular Army for transporia- 


tion. The gentleman cannot get it out of his head 
that this is to be conducted upon the extravagant 
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scale upon which the regular Army is conducted, 
and it is for that reason that I fear to have the bill 
go to the Committee on Military Affairs, on ac- 


count of the amount of money which they may || 


think it necessary to provide. 


Sir, we shoW clearly the object of the bill. It | 
is to make a road and protect that road, and all | 


the people who travel upon it or settle along the 


route. We wish to doit in the best and cheapest | 


possible mode; and we know the best mode is to 
make it for the interest of the men owning the 
soil to protect the soil. There is no mode by 
which you can do it except by a line of settlers 
from the valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific 
ocean. That line of settlements can only be formed 
by making the road and protecting it. You need it 
for a military road as well as for commercial and 
domestic purposes. You need it to regulate your 
intercourse with the Indians, and it is your duty 
to make it for the protection of those who have 
ag gone there under the protection of your 
aws. 


When you look at this, you will see that all || 


these estimates are unnecessary, because the ex- 
te is to be met by the men themselves. 
ut the Senator says, these men will have to be 


engeged in the duties of soldiers, and therefore | 
cannot have time to build themselves houses. Sir, | 


the moment you have one hundred men stationed 
ata post, the presence of that number operates as 
a perfect security. Fifty can go on to the next 
station and raise it, and twenty of those who re- 
mainanay be engaged in cultivating the soil. 

The Senator from Georgia -asks how long a 
time it will take to clear the country, and prepare 
jt for the cultivation of the soil? ‘The gentleman 
does not happen to live in a prairie country; he is 
not aware that all the land is already cleared, and 
therefore ready for the plow at this very mo- 
ment, 

Mr. DAWSON. Does it not take a year to 
raise a crop, and a year to raise hogs? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. That is the very point I was 
coming to, It will not take a year to raise the 
hogs, as the Senator appears to anticipate, for I 
expect that they will drive their horses, their cat- 
tle, and their hogs with them, as the emigrants 


taking up a position elsewhere, they invariably 


them, and that stock will be able to support itself 
on the prairies during the summer, and those very 
prairies constitute vast meadows on which the 
grass necessary for the subsistence of the stock 
during the winter can be cut. The only thing 


you have to supply, therefore, is a portion of the | 


breadstuffs during part of the first year, until the 
corn crop can mature. For that reason I sug- 
gested that the expenditure for the first year will 
be greater than for any subsequent year. 


But I must remind the Senate again, that the | 


pointing out these objections, and the suggestion 
of these large expenditures, show us that we are 


open hostility to that section of country. 

The Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Bur- 
LER] points out this expenditure, without taking 
into consideration the argument that this mode 
is fifty per cent. cheaper than any that has ever 


yet been devised and reported on by the Commit- | 


tee on Military Affairs. I want the opponents of 
this bill to meet the argument. Have they done 


so? If they do not adopt this system, what sys- | 


tem will they adopt? I want again to remind them 
that every objection, every argument they use, 
shows clearly that they are predetermined to de- 
prive us of all protection. We wish to under- 


stand what line of policy is to be pursued to- | 


wards us; whether itis er a choice of means 
that is to be consulted, or whether we are to be 
subjected to a denial of all justice. This is the 


very point which we wish to understand. The | 


Great West demands some protection of this na- 


ture; the Pacific coast demands it; the whole nation || the responsibility of satisfying the body that the 


demands it. Is there a man in this Senate who | 


does not know that to refuse to withhold that pro- 
tection, is to advocate the disunion of this Repub- 
lic? Is there a man in this bedy who does not 
know that this Union cannot exist unless we have 
some means-—either this road, or a railroad, or 
some other means of communication, with the Pa- 
cific? 

1 want Senators to meet this broad question, 
and, if they are opposed to open a communica- 





|| you deny us protection? 
do; whenever they remove for the purpose of |) 
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| tion between the Atlantic and the Pacific, if they 


| are in favor of disunion, let them declare it. Let 


the PRople of the United States understand it dis- | 
tinctly. I care not what cause they allege for | 
|, their course, whether they rest it on the score of | 
economy, or on any other footing. It is true that | 
the protection we ask for will cost money; the | 


protection of the Union costs money in ocormane 
tion. We have expended money freely in G€or- 


gia, and in those other States from which this op- | 
| position comes; we have expended millions on 
millions on the coast of the Old Dominion. Never 


has the great West objected when Virginia asked 
for one, two, five, or seven millions for the pro- 
tection of the Old Dominion; and that against an 
/Imaginary, anticipated, foreign invasion! But 
| when we of the West ask for protection for our- 
| selves, our women, and children, over whose 
heads the tomahawk is suspended, we are told 
that it costs money! Economy is the argument 


| put in contrast with a call for the preservation of 


life. 1 think it is time that gentlemen understood 
the bearings of this question. 


I repeat thet I do not stand upon the provisions | 
| of this bill. Modify them as you please, provided 


you accomplish the object. Change them as you 
please. Otfer amendments to every section, so 


that not a line | have written shall remain, andM | 
will accept them, provided you carry out the ob- 


ject of the bill; provided you afford protection to 


| emigrants and settlers, and open a communication 


with the Pacific. 
Mr. BUTLER. I wish to say a word or two 


| in explanation and in answer to the Senator from | 
| Illinois, before dismissing this subject, for 1 am 
| not prepared to vote upon it now. I told him | 


candidly that | had not the information to enabie 


| me to vote intelligently upon it at this time. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. | am willing to accede to the 


| request of the Senator to postpone the considera- | 


tion of the bill until some day named by him. 
Mr. BUTLER. I have not considered the pro- 


| visions of the bill. It struck me as a remarkable | 
| bill, however, and one which broaches a new poli- 
| cy; and in that | am entirely correct. ‘The Sena- 
| tor from Illinois has repeated the words, ‘* Will 
| think the word ‘* pro- | 


59) 


tection ’’ has been very often repeated, as though 


|| | had denied the power or right of every Govern- | 
drive all the live stock necessary for their use with | 


ment, and this Government especially, to protect 
its citizens in the enjoyment of life and property. 
But how is the Government to afford that protec- 
tion? Are you to have guardians for every man, 
woman, and child, who chooses to leave one part 


|| of the country to go to another? ‘That would be 
one mode of protection. Are you to afford a mili- | 


tary escort for the traveler from one part of the 


| country to another? In every instance the pro- 


tection which is to be afforded to every people by 
their Government, is the protection of the law. 
The protection by the Army, of course, may be 
in enforcement of the law. You organize a terri- 


|| torial government. For what? To give your 
to expect no protection at all; they evince direct, 


people protection. You haveanarmy. For what 
purpose? To give your people protection. If the 
Senator from Illinois will convince me that this 
|is the best mode of increasing the Army—and 


|| heretofore protection has been afforded to our citi- 
zens and emigrants going abroad, by the law, and 


by the Army, by the war power—I may look with 
favor upon his proposition. But this is the com- 
mencement ofa new policy, that, under the guise of 


regulating emigration, or promoting the Union, | 
|| is to be adopted! Sir, I shall not be surprised 


shortly to see some bill introduced into this body 
to hasten the millennium, [laughter,] some speci- 
fic measure; and I have no doubt money would 
be one of the measures for hastening the millenni- 
wm. [Continued laughter.) What declamation 
| would you hearthen! What fruitful themes for 
declamation the Union supplies ! 
But when the honorable Senator from Illinois 
| rises and proposes a measure here, he must take 


measure is proper in itself. He has no right to 
| retort on those who oppose it, that they have not 


| satisfied him that their objections are valid. That 


is no mode of treating a proposition of this kind. 
| He must satisfy me upon his responsibility, as a 
| statesman and a politician, that the measure is 
right. I havea right, and we all have a right, 
| to make every objection we can, until we have 


} sufficient reasons to satisfy the body that the meas- 
! 


ure is proper, and ought to be adopted. He 
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should satisfy us that this is the best mode of in- 
creasing the Army—if it is necessary to increase it 
three thousand men—for the purpose of protecting 
our emigrants or settlers against the Indians. 
That protection has heretofore been extended by 
the sword, and by an army under the command 
of the Government; but to make roads, and 
bridges, and ferries, and plant corn-fields, to en- 
able your emigrants to go from one part of the 
country to another, has never been done from the 
beginning of the Government to this time. That 
is a form which protection has never assumed. 
The only protection that many have had has been 
by going in bodies and protecting themselves, or 
they have had the ordinary protection from the 
Army, or from the laws. Adventurers who go 
from one part of the country to another must 
devise means for protection to some extent—not 
entirely, | admit; but I am opposed to making the 
Government the guardian of every one. I like 
the principle of the common law; let every man 
protect himself to some extent; but when‘he can- 
not do it, give him the protection of the law and 
of the Army; but to make a road, and plant corn- 
fields, and do all this, isa new mode of giving 
protection. It is, to be sure, feeding our people 
at the expense of the Treasury. 

I am not prepared to vote upon the bill now. I 
should desire time to be convinced in regard to its 
details. I do not say that I am opposed to it en- 
tirely; but | must retort upon my friend, when he 
tells me that 1 have made objections which he 
cannot understand and does not think valid, that I 
expect him, as the author of the measure, to sat- 
isfy me, and all those who act with me,.in regard 
to 1ts provisions. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. To what time does the Sena- 
tor desire the bill to be postponed ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I should like four or five days, 
to converse with the Senator or some other person 
on the subject. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am willing to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill for a week—say 
until next Tuesday. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move to postpone it until 
this day week. 

Mr. BORLAND. I havea few words to say, 
not so much against the postponement—though I 
am prepared to act upon the bill speedily—as in 
response to a suggestion of my friend from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Burier,] which lookeg a little like 
shifting me from my position in supporting a meas- 
ure which I have taken some trouble to uphold. 
He thought, from the rule of action by which I 
seemed to be governed in this case, that I might, 
without inconsistency, go over to the support of 
the Collins line of steamers. If he, or any of the 
advocates of the Collins line, or of any other 
measure, can show me that it stands on a founda- 
tion similar to this, I will go for it at once and 
without hesitation. But the Senator treated it as 
a most amazing proposition that we should under- 
take to protect emigrants going from one portion 
of our country to another, and asked if we were 
to appoint a guardian for every man, woman, and 
child who chooses to move from one region of the 
country to another? He says he is willing to put 
them under the protection of law and the army. 

Mr. BUTLER. It has never been done other- 
wise. 

Mr. BORLAND. Now, let me ask if this bill 
proposes to do any more for the persons who, for 
commerce or for any other purpose, seek a new 
home in our own territory—even if we do pay 
three or four millions a year—than we pay now, 
and have paid from the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment, in protecting those who, for purposes of 
commerce, or any other purpose, choose to leave 
our borders and go into foreign countries? For 
what do we keep up a Navy? An Americanciti- . 
zen chooses to build a ship, and load it with com- 
modities for purposes of speculation or pleasure, 
and go thousands of miles across the ocean, per- 
haps into regions now unknown, and discover new 
territories with which to trade or reside. Let him 
be subjected to an outrage there—let his rights of 
person or property be infringed, and what is the 
consequence ? hat has already been acknowl- 
edged as the obligation of this Government is to 
send armed ships there, and seek gedress for the 
injury received in person or property; and for the 
purpose of doing that, and of being always ready 
to i it, we are now paying $8,000,000 a year to 
maintain a Navy. 

* 
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if, for the purpose of protecting our citizens } 


who, for commerce or for pleasure, or any other 
purpose, often leave our own shores and go thou- 
sands of miles across the ocean, we are bound to 
maintain a Navy, at an expense of eight millions 
of dollars a year, { ask the Senator how can he 
object when we propose—even at the extravagant 
estimate which he has made of four millions a 
year—to protect our citizens, men, women, and 
children, who choose to seek new homes on our 
own soil, and in pursuance, too, of the policy 
which this Government has adopted, and has been 
carrying out for years, of acquiring new territory, 
and inviting and encouraging its settlement by the 
enactment of liberal land laws? How can we 
refuse protection to these, while we are giving 
every day to another class of our people who are 
better able to protect themselves, and are certainly 
no more entitled to protection? 

As to the estimate which has been made, that it 
will cost four millions a year to carry out the ob- 
jects of this bill, | know it is extravagant, but I 
shall not undertake to discuss it now. I presume 
the further consideration of the subject will be 

ostponed until a future day. In the mean time 

will look into it, and if it shall become necessary, 
I think I shall be able to show by figures which 
no one can dispute, that the proposition can be 
carried out at an expense not only far below that 
which Senators opposing it have suggested, but at | 
such a reduction upon the present expenditures 
for military services intended for the same pur- 
pose, but which serve no good purpose whatever. 

Mr. BELL. I understand the motion pending 
is to postpone the further consideration of the bill. 
I do not wish- toe discuss the subject now, but | 
was about to suggest to the friends of the measure 
—and I beg leave to say that I do not know but 
that [I shall be one myself when I come to under- 
stand the practicability and extent of the objects | 
proposed to be attained by it—whether we could | 
not get some advantage by committing it, as was 
proposed, to the Committee on Military Affairs 
in the mean time. I have spoken to the chairman 
of that committee (Mr. Suretps]} on this subject, 
and he says truly, with the other Senator from 
Illinois, [Mr. Dovetas,} that it is a matter which 
does not admit of definite estimates; still I beg 
leave to suggest that there are some branches of 
information which would essentially aid us in 
coming to a proper conclusion, and if we post- 
pone it that that committee might give us some 
very valuable information upon the subject. For 
example, [ think we want topographical informa- 
tion, and J presume it is more readily within their 
means and convenience to present it to the Senate 
than any other committee. I suppose the various 
reports of exploring parties, of engineers and | 
others who have made reports to the Department, 
could be collected, and some valuable informatien 
be brought before the Senate by a little attention 
and industry on the part of the committee. I 
think it important to ascertain whether the objects 
stated by the honorable Senator from Illinois are 
practicable. I have not, to be sure, very thoroughly 
studied the geography of the country as stated by 
the honorable Senator; but is it possible to effect 
the plan of protection which the honorable Sena- | 
tor proposes? I think we want light on that sub- 
ject. My general information upon the subject 
teaches me that we have about five hundred miles | 
of sterile desert crossing streams in which there is 
but a very slight margin of vegetation; and the 
suggestions thrown out by the honorable Senator, 
it seems to me—unless we have more information 
than | have on the subject—are not practicable 
with regard to one of the most exposed portions 
of the route; for example, the route on which the 
caitle and horses, not only of the military force, 
but of the emigrant parties are in danger every 
year of perishing on account of a deficiency of 
grass on the road, foralthough grass does spring 
up on the plain from our western borders to the 
Rocky Mountains, yet it is sparse. This is a 
part of the subject on which information could be 
furnished by the Military Committee, and I should 
like to see it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest that afl the | 
information on that subject that can be furnished, | 
is printed by the Senate, and in the hands of every- 
body, in the report of Colonel Frémont, who 
encamped, night after night, on this very route. 

Mr. BELL. Is that the route proposed in the 
bill ? 

> 


' 
‘ 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. BELL. And it is supposed to be 


racti- 
cable to establish large posts, one hundre 


niles 


from each other, and intervening posts, twenty 


miles distant, between the main points? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL. 
which we might get the information condensed. 
We have not time to look into the reports, made 
by the exploring parties, within the time that the 
gentleman thinks we ought to act upon the bill. 
tie proposes to establish settlements for cultiva- 
uuon at various points. Is there such a soil on the 
route as to admit of that? The prairies, over 
which the road is proposed to pass, are not the 
rich prairies of Illinois, lowa, or a part of Mis- 
sourl. 1 understand they are of a very different 
character. 1 should like to have some.condensed 
report on that subject. It could be extracted read- 
ily. Lf the posts are to be sustained by cultiva- 
tion at the points where they are to be established, 
itisan important question whether or not the coun- 
try 1s ferule enough for the purpose of forming the 
nucleus of a settlement. If it be practicable, the 
object is a worthy and a noble one; but | beg leave 
to propose now to the honorable Senator from Ll- 
linois the question—and | would like him to an- 
swer it if he is prepared—whether he expects any 
such line of posts as this would be a sufficient 
communication overland—cuflicient military com- 
munication for the sull greater ulterior purpose of 
holding the two great sections of this country to- 
gether? How would that facilitate the passage of 
armies? It would only subsist the soldiers them- 
selves, and would not even supply provisions to 


t 


emigrants; and when we want to transport troops 


i 


and munitions of war, does not the whole project | 


| fall far short of the greater object of opening a com- 








munication? In that point of view, it is important 
to ascertain if we can make an approximate esti- 
mate of the cost of the undertaking, and if it will 
cost three or four millions a year, (and | think 
it cannot cust less than three millions the first 
year,) in reference to that, another question arises, 
whether this plan would be the cheapest? The 
honorable Senator says it is the cheapest plan, and 
the best one united. If it will cost three or four 
millions the first year, and two or three millions 
the second, had we not better commence at oncea 
great mode of communication by railroad or plank 
road, or some other means which would enable us, 
with sufficient facility and cheapness, to keep up 
the communication, and hold the two grand sec- 
tions of the Union together, and protect the west- 
ern frontier? ‘These military posts, it seems to me, 
will not accomplish that object. They are to be 
temporary. ‘They are to give protection to the 
emigrant, but they open RO such communication 
as the country will demand, between the Atlantic 
and the Pacific coasts, and must demand before 
a great while, particularly, as the Senator sug- 
gests, if we should be involved in a war with any 
powerful maritime nation abroad, If it is to cost 
us ten millions of dollars in three years, as some 


gentlemen sincerely believe,—and others think | 


it will cost more,—would it not be more advanta- 
geous to employ that immense sum in the com- 
mencementin making a railroad from our western 
borders to the base of the Rocky Mountains? That 
ten millions would make such a road. Would it 


not be cheapest to commence at once some great | 


communication of this kind? These are all sub- 
jects which do not seem now to be settled definitely, 
but they are worthy to be considered. 

Another suggestion: —The honorable Senator 
proposes to make these posts—these three thou- 
sand men to be stationed along a line of two thou- 


sand miles—for the protegtion of emigrants, and | 


he says there are twenty thousand on the route 
now—some gentlemen suggest thirty thousand. | 
have heard of no depredations committed by the 
Indians on them this year. The emigrants are 
only upon the route about four months in the year; 
but the bill proposes te establish and keep upon 


year. There are eight months in the year when 


Then there is another point upon | 


1763 
Has the honorable Senator taken into his caleula- 
tions the estimate that such a force alone will ab- 
sorb the subsistence upon which the cattle and the 
horses of the emigrants themselves must depend? 
The grass upon that desert of five hundred miles, 
on this side of the Rocky Mountains, does not 
spring up luxuriant and rich as it does in Illinois, 
lowa, or Missouri. It is scant for a large por- 
tion at all seasons, and even the emigrants are 
detained on their journey, and their beasts of bur- 
den die for want of a sufficient supply of grass— 
at least such are the accounts | have seen. 

If the bill is postponed, | beg leave to suggest 
whether it would not be profitable to the whole 
Senate to send it to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, so that we may have the necessary inform- 
ation condensed and presented to us—or let it be 
recommitted to the Committee on the Territories 
for that purpose. [ care not to which it is sent, 
provided this information is obtained. I do not 
think it sufficient for the honorable Senator trom 
Illinois to say that every gentleman can examine 
the voluminous reports made on this subject, 
giving an account of the various explorations 
made on the line. I think it is ordinarily the duty 
of the committee which brings in such a measure 
to present it in such a shape that Senators who are 


| occupied particularly in the investigation of other 


matters which are before their respective commit- 


| tees may see at a bird’s-eye view the whole sub- 


ject as far as there is any information to be ob- 


tained in regard to it. I merely suggest that we 


| might have such a report at the time to which itis 
| proposed to postpone the further consideration of 


the bill. 
Mr. BRADBURY. 


Mr. President, it is ad- 


| mitted on all hands that this is a very important 
} measure, necessarily attended with very great ex- 


they are not necessary for the protection of the | 


emigrants. Asl understand it, about four months 
complete the travel by emigration from the west- 
ern part of the fronuer to the settlements in our 
western Territories. I may be mistaken in that, 
but itis my impression. In the mean time the 
three thousand men, and not only the men, but 
their three thousand horses must be subsisted. 


pense. I have not seen, as yet, any urgent ne- 
cessity for it demonstrated. It is said that it is 
to give protection to the emigrants, W ho are pass- 
ing to the Pacific. Now, I would like to hear 
from the honorable Senators who have advocated 
the bill, the extent of the depredations that have 
recently been committed by the Indians upon the 
emigrants. I think that some year ortwo ago, 
forty-seven thousand emigrants passed Fort Lar- 
amie in a year. That was probably a 
larger number than usually pass; and I am not in 
possession of facts which show that any consider- 
able number, or any of them, fell victims to the 
savages. Itis possible that the Indians may have 
committed some depredations; it 18 possible they 
mav have committed some murders: but [ think 
the number has been unusually small, and that 
the security with which the emigrants pass throuh 
the Indian territory, exceeds that which border 
settlers have usually enjoyed. 

I think that before so important a measure as 
this receives the sanction of the Senate, we ought 
to have some distinct data, showing definitely an 
urgent and imperious necessity for it. It is urged 
that we should establish a line of communication 
with our possessions on the Pacific, if we would 
hold them. Such a line of communication is es 
sential. I believe there is great force in this sug- 
gestion; but telegraphic communication is the last 
mode to answer that purpose. If we would con- 
nect ourselves with our western possessions, and 
bind them to us so as to hold them permanently, 
it must be by a railroad. In the first place, it 
would be utterly impracticable to maintain and 


single 


| keep upa line of communication by telegraph. 


The distance is some two thousand miles, and 
how liable it would be to interruptions, extending 
for such a distance, from accident and from de- 
sign, when passing through a country occupied 
by numerous tribes of mischievous and hostile 
Indians. When interrupted, how is it to be re- 
stored? How are you to ascertain the point where 
the wire is broken, and to repair it without serious 
delay? Then the extremes are so remote, and 
the intermediate stations so far from each other. 


| All this will be attended with very great practical 
that line three thousand men through the whole || 


difficulty. Who is to maintain and operate the 
stations along the line? Is the miliary forte to 
do it? It is obvious, I think, that telegraphic 
communication is peculiarly adapted for, and can 
only be safely sustained through a settled coun- 
try, and nota wilderness like this. 

Again, regarding a railroad to the Pacific as es- 
sential, if we would hold our possessions on that 


| coast, I object to this bill as a measure that would 
'| embarrass, and probably defeat, the railroad, by 





! ECs 


SoS See 


‘ 
g 
: 
; 
ft 
4 


t 
i & 
tg 
oe 
2 

fe | 
im 
} = 
a hy 
i 
‘ 


<i 


oltre . 


aes de 


ee 
in etna 
DB ch shay as 


MAT AE Seuss 


SS tel) a SACI he dansnioesLeam > eae 
4 ice Re aR an ete Ra 


Tet Nir By dremers5 


7 
7 


SRLS SE 


We 
oY oon 


ee ee 


se ep tA rs HRY 


ae 


absorbing the means necessary for that purpose. | special order. It will then stand in the way of 


The connection should be across the continent, 


and by continuous permanent settlements along || 


the whole line, uniting the East and the West, 
with the means of rapid and easy communication. 
This can be effected only by a railroad. Such a 


rvad would farnish not only the means of convey- | 
ing intelligence, but of carrying the products of 


settlers to a market, and bringing back their sup- 


plies, and thus enabling them to settle in these in- | 
i It would settle the country. Now | 


terior rerions. ) 
it is well known that the means by which a rail- 
road must be built, is the public-land along the 
line, 

This bill proposes to absorb that means, and is 
therefore antagonistic to a railroad. It provides 
that each one of the three thousand troops that are 
to be raised, should have, in addition to the pay 
and emoluments of mounted riflemen, six hundred 
and forty acres of land apiece. This would be 


selected along the line, and of course the best land | 
would be taken, and you would thus absorb the | 


means that may prove essential for carrying for- 
ward successfully the great and important mea- 
sure of a railroad. 

of expense, {t is 
three thousand mounted troops at points so re- 
mote, where, as has already been shown by the 


honorable Senator from Tennessee, there are long | 
es where the supplies for men and horses coil dott iter nureneca,” 

j ( > ses. 
We find, too, that when | ew 


we increase the army, it is difficult to reduce it | 


distanc 
must be transported. 
again; and if these men are raised, [ fear the in- 
crease will be permanent. 
at the expiration of three years these troops can 
be disbanded. In such case they will be either 


settled along the line, or they will return to their | 


homes arvain. 


i 


character, whether.it would not be more difficult 


and more expensivé at the end of three years, if | 
this military force should be disbanded, to protect | 
the disbanded men than the emigrants who are | 
Wewill then have | 
a narrow line of settlements of two thousand miles | 


now traveling along that line? 


in extent. They will be entitled to protection. 


They can truly say they were invited by the Gov- 


ernmentto occupy these remote, isolated positions 


—they cansay that theGovernment has withdrawn 


its aid and support from them, and that they have | 
a necessity to apply their exertions and labors to | 


support themselves and families, and that therefore 
they ask military posts to be established along the 
line for their protection, unless they can be under 
pay for protecting themselves. Their protection 
would cost much more, | apprehend, than that of 


the emigrants who now pass through the country, | 


Mr. BORLAND. ‘The Senator suggested just 


now, if I understood him, that he was in favor of | 


building a ratroad across that desert country. 
He objects to the necessity for military protection 
to those settlers along that line at the end of three 
years. I wish to ask him if he thinks it would 
cost more to protect. these settlers than it would 


to protect a railroad along a ‘course of one thou- | 


Bana or 
at all? 

PHA MDIYIY 

. BRADBURY. 


uA 


I will answer the honor- 
i senator. 
furaish the of communication which will 
lish a permanent and large line of settlements 
the whol By means of a railroad the 
farmer can bring his produce to market. 
establish that which will be a benefit to settlers, 
and enable them to sustain and protect themselves; 


means 
esta 


> distance, 


for they can go there in large numbers, and in this || 


respect you have the great advantage of a railroad 
over a telegraphic line. I presume the honorable 
Senator does not suppose that the farmers are to 
transport their produce to market along the tel- 
errap hic line. f 

will lead to permanent and large settlements from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and will bind the two 
portions of the Union together, which a telegraph 
canndt do. 
measure is adopted, you will defeat one which 


will be of substantial, permanent, and national || 


benefit. : 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Baicur.) 
The question is on the motion to postpone the 


and make it the — order for that day. 
Mr. RUSK. I hope it will not be made the 
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(wain, there is a serious objection on the ground | 
not a trivial affair to maintain | 


Itis said, I know, that | 


Now, I would like to ask gentle- | 
men practically acquainted with matters of this || 


hen a railroad is established, we | 


t is for this reason that a railroad || order of business has been insisted on by my friend | 


| from Georgia, (Mr. Jonnson.] 


It is for this reason that I fear, if this | 


L GL 


other @usiness. 
Mr. HALE. | ask a division of the question. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion will first be on the motion to postpone. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I feel authorized to modify | 
the motion so as to postpone the consideration of 
the bill for a week without making it the special | 
order. 
The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


RATES OF POSTAGE. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. Forwey, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed a biil to amend an actentitled 
‘*An act to reduce and modify the rates of post- | 
age within the United States, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved March 3d, 1851. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tvespay, July 13, 1852. 


The House metat eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer || 
| by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 


‘The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
The SPEAKER. The business first in order | 
is the further consideration of House bill No. 144, 
to amend an act entitled ** An act to reduce and 
modify the rates of postage in the United States, 


LAND DISTRICTS IN IOWA. 


Mr. HENN. I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take up Senate bill No. 478, now 


upon the Speaker’s table, ‘* to create three addi- | 
| tional land districts in the State of lowa,”’ and to || 
|| have it considered at this time before proceeding | 
| to the execution of the special order. 
Is it the inten- || 
| tion of the gentleman to have the bill referred, or 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. 


to put it upon its passage? 
Mr. HENN, I desire to putit upon its passage. 


| I will state to the gentleman from Georgia that the | 

Committee on Public Lands of the Hous@ have || 
| agreed to a bill precisely in the same words as this 
| bill which has passed the Senate. 
| portant that this bill should pass before any proc- 


It is very im- 


lamation is got out for the sale of the lands in 


| the western portion of the State of Iowa. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I should be very happy to 
accommodate the gentleman from lowa; but I 


| must insist on the regular order of business. 


Mr. HENN. The bill will not occupy more 


| than five minutes, and I hope the gentleman will | 


withdraw his objection to it, 
Mr. JOHNSON. I cannot withdraw it. 
CALIFORNIA BATTALION. 
Mr. McCORKLE. 


l have an indulgence to | 


| ask of the House, in reference to a very import- 
| aut matter, which I think no gentleman will object 


to when i state what itis. Llask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up from the Speak- 
er’s table a bill which provides for the appoint- 


| ment of three commissioners from the Army to 
fifteen hundred miles, with no settlements || 


adjust, examine, and report to the next Congress 
upon the claim of the California battalion—a bat- 


| talion who served in California during the Mexi- || 
| can war, and who subsisted themselves and pur- | 
|| chased their own arms. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. I object, and 


| insist on the regular order of business. 
You |! 


Mr. McCORKLE. If the gentleman will hear 


| the facts, I think he will withdraw his objection. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I should like to know 
what is the recular order of business? 
The SPEAKER. ‘The further consideration 


| of House bill No. 144, reported from the Com- 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. jWell, sir, the regular 


I have no objec- 
tion to this discussion if it is to come out of the 
morning hour, but otherwise I must object to it. 
Mr. OLDS. I object to it if it is to come out 
of the morning hour. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 
of business. 


On’ motion by Mr. HUNTER, by unanimous 


I insist on the regular order 


. ; ay | consent 
further consideration of the bill till Tuesday next, || : 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Henry Pauling | 
be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to | 


the Committee on Claims. {| 


BE 


Wa 


|| RATES OF POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS. 


July 13 


— 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the further consideration of House bill 
No. 144, to amend an act entitled “An act to 

| modify and reduce the rates of postage in the 
United States, and for other purposes,’ and the 

| pending question is on the amendment offered by 

| the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Disney.] 

| ‘The amendment was read as follows: 

And be it further enacted, In all cases of publication of 


|| the uncalled for German letters, it shall be the duty of the 


| Postmaster General to cause such publication to be made 

| in the German newspaper having the largest circulation in 

| the vicinage, such publication to be governed in every re- 
spect by the provisions of the law in relation to the publi- 
cation of uncalled for letters in the English language. 


Mr. DISNEY. At the suggestion of several 
gentlemen, and with a view of making the amend- 
ment broader, so as to embrace all other languages, 


|| I will modify my amendment so as to read as fol- 
| lows: 


That when a list of uncalled for letters shall be pub- 
lished in any newspaper printed in any foreign language, 


i said list shall be published in such newspaper having the 


largest circulation within the range of delivery of said 

| office. 

| The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
gentleman will be allowed to modify his amend- 

ment. 


No objection was made. 
The SPEAKER. Upon this amendment the 


|| yeas and nays have been ordered. 


| Mr. OLDS. I hope the call for the yeas and 
nays will be withdrawn. 
he SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
; unanimous consent. 
| There being no objection, the yeas and nays 
were withdrawn. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Disney’s 


|| amendment, and it was agreed to. 


There being no further amendment to the bill, 
it was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
| time; and was subsequently read the third time. 
| The bill as amended was read through by the 

Clerk. 
Mr. BROOKS. 
| hausted itself yet ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. BROOKS. I am about to move for the 
recommitment of this bill to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, with someinstructions, 


Has the previous question ex- 


‘| which | hope will meet with the approbation of 


the House. I would not make the motion if, upon 
| this question of the weight of two and a half 
| ounces, as reported in the original bill, there had 
been a fair vote. It will be remembered that two 
and a half ounces was the weight originally agreed 





|| upon by the committee, but it was subsequently 


| altered. On taking a vote in the House on main- 
| taining the original proposition of the committee 
—two and a half ounces—there was a majority of 
| the House in favor of it; but it was necessary to 
| make a quorum, and members voting blindly to 
| constitute that quorum, reversed that majority 
| into a minority. It is for that reason thatI claim 
| the indulgence of the House in asking for the re- 
' commitment of the bill, which is now the only 
_ way left to obtain a true vote es the principle 
on which I wish to divide the House. 

Mr. Speaker, it is quite unnecessary -for me to 
repeat the arguments that I advanced the other 
day on this subject, because those arguments have 
been repeated on the other side of the House, as 
well as upon this. The principle on which I = 
pose this bill is, that this limitation of the weight 
of periodicals and newspapers to two ounces, as 
it now stands in this bill, is a premium for bad 
printing and for a bad quality of paper—a retro- 
grade in the art of printing, and a discouragement 
of all printing. 

It is said that newspapers of the present size 
will come within two ounces. But it is the pol- 
icy of this country, or it ought to be the policy of 
this ceuntry, to encourage printers to print as 
large newspapers as possible, containing the largest 
possible amount of reading matter, provided they 
can do it for a given sum of money. This bill as 
it now stands reverses that policy, and it offers a 
| premium for the printing of newspapers upon 
| paper of bad quality and of low weight, and in 
| that way would result in great injury to the com- 
munity. 

I voted for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. Wasusvurn,] because it bettered 
the bill somewhat; but the principle which we 
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have incorporated in the bill, by the adoption of 
that amendment, is a vicious principle; its whole 
tendency is to confine the circulation of papers 
es in one State to that State, and to that 
wm 
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1] 


| 
; | 
tate only. Its whole tendency will be sectional; to || 


make the people of one State know only the pol- 
itics of that State, and the politics of no other 
State; and to prejudice the people of one State 
against taking papers published in another State. 
For instance, the people of the States of New York 
and Pennsylvania can have the benefit of the pa- 
ers published in the cities of New York and 
Philadelphia; but the moment those papers pass 
into New Jersey or Delaware the postage is en- 
hanced, because they are carried half a mile across 
the Hudson river into New Jersey, and fifteen or 
twenty miles to the Connecticut line on the other 
side. And in the same way, papers published in 
Cincinnati cannot be taken into the State of Ken- 
tucky without an enhancement of the postage. 


The States are considered separate nations by this | 
. . . . | 
bill, having no right to take the papers published | 


in each other. 

The motion I propose to submit now is to re- 
commit this bill to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, with instructions * to re- 
porta bill not raising the rates of postage on news- 
papers under one thousand miles, or limiting the 
weight of newspapers or periodicals beyond the 
existing law.’’ 

I remarked the other day that this bill did, in 
fact, increase the rates of postage on newspapers 
under one thousand miles. 


I think I demonstra- | 





ted that, and it is not necessary to repeat the argu- | 


ment. I therefore propose to instruct the commit- 
tee to report a bill not raising the rates ef postage 
on newspapers under a thousand miles. The 
maximum weight of newspapers under the present 
law is three ounces. This bill makes it two 
ounces. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a question 


of order. Was not the previous question ordered 
on this bill? : 
The SPEAKER. Not upon its passage. 


Mr. JONES. Has the bill been engrossed? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. JONES. Then no amendment is in order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York proposes to recommit the bill with certain 
instructions. 

Mr. JONES. The committee cannot amend the 
bill now. 

Mr. BROOKS. We can commit the bill with 
instructions. I was remarking, when | was inter- 
rupted, that under the existing law the maximum 
weight of newspapers is three ounces. This bill 
proposes to make the maximum two ounces. The 
second branch of the instructions, therefore, directs 
the committee to report a bill not limiting the weight 
of newspapers and periodicals beyond the existing 
law. I now ask for the previous question on my 
motion, upon which I shall call for the yeas and 
nays. 

he SPEAKER. Upon that proposition the 
previous question has been demanded. 

Mr. OLDS. I merely rise to ask the question 
whether the rule allowing an hour’s speech after 
the previous question has been ordered, would 


allow me to reply to the gentleman from New || 


York, (Mr. Brooxs,] as I reported the bill? I 
have not yet occupied that hour. I will say to 
the House, however, that I do not want five min- 
utes. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentle- 
man has a right to address the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit the ques- 
tion to the Chair, whether the instructions are in 
order or not? The bill is certainly not amendable 
here, and the gentleman from New York cannot 
move to recommit this bill with instructions to 
report another bill. 

Mr. BROOKS. I do not propose te do that. I 
have the right, under the one hundred and forty- 








——— — —————— : 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks thatyould 
follow as a matter of course, as one of the jects 
for which a bill is to, be recommitted. 

Mr. JONES. We cannot amend it here, and 
certainly we cannot give instructions to a com- 
mittee to do what we cannot do. It seéms to me 
that the only mode to attain that object now, is to, 


| reconsider. 


The SPEAKER. There is a general power to 
instruct committees, and the gentleman will not, 
1 suppose, deny that the committee itself may 
amend after it is recommitted. ‘There is, then, a 
general power, the Chair again remarks to the 
House, to instruct its committees, and the Chair is 
therefore inclined to think the instructions are in 
order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Such has been the uniform 
practice of the House. 

Tbe previous question then received a second, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. OLDS. | desire only to occupy a few 
moments of the time of the House, in reply to the 
suggestions of the gentleman from New York, 
{[Mr. Brooxs.] I am satisfied that this opposition 


|| upon the part of the city press is becoming almost 


| factious towards this bill. I believe the opposition 
P} 


|| to be entirely confined to that interest. 


Now, sir, 
what are the facts? This bill does not raise the 
postage upon papers that circulate within the 


| county—it entitles them to go free; and it goes 


beyond the old law, because it provides that they 


| may go to a post office out of the county, pro- 





sixth rule, to move its recommitment, whether it 


can be amended or not. I moved to recommit 
with instructions. 

Mr. JONES. The billis engrossed, and cannot 
be amended. 

The SPEAKER. The one hundred and twen- 
tieth rule is this: 

« After commitment and report thereof to the House, at 
any time before its passage, a bill may be recommitted.” 


Mr. JONES. Exactly; but not with instruc- 
tions to amend. 





vided the subscriber lives in the county, which is 
not the case with the existing posiage law. 

Thus far, then, this bill does not increase the 
postage. ‘Then, this bill does not increase the 
postage within the State where the paper or peri- 
odical is published, because the provision intro- 
duced by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Wasu- 
BURN,| which was assented to by the House, 

| allows them to circulate within the State at the 
minimum rate fixed in the bill, which is a very 
low one indeed, being only half a cent upon a 
paper weighing two ounces. Now, sir, what is 


BE. 






1765 


where. You had to fix it under the old law, and 
you must fix it under the new. 

I was about to remark, that I would be glad to 
reduce the postage upon newspapers still lower; 
I do not wish to cripple the press, or decrease the 
dissemination of intelligence throughout the coun- 
try; but in order to reduce the postage either upon 
letters or printed matter, you must consent to do 
away with your franking privilege. Are genitle- 
men prepared to dothis? For one, sir, I am will- 
ing to come up to the mark. 

In Great Britain, a member of Parliament, the 
Queen of Great Britain herself, or the Postimas- 
ter General of England, cannot frank a letter. 
This is « privilege that has grown up in this coun- 
try, fastened on the post office syste rT of the: 


oun. 
try, and unless you dispense with it, you are 
obligedto raise the posta re upon letters and pn pers 
received by the people of the country. It is a 


necessary senneneees of the franking privilege, 
enjoyed by members of Congress and others 


Now,Il am willing to have as low a system of post- 


age as possibly can be established consistent with 


a proper regard to the revenues of the Post Office 
Department. This 


= 1 ae 
bill will increase the revenues, 


and it will work no hardships at all to the circu 
lation of newspapers, and the dissemination of 
@knowledge through the country It is not such 
a tax as will be burdensome to the people, Iwill 


| really the provisions of this bill of which the gen- | 


tleman complains ? 
| man says, that it increases the rate of postage upon 
| all distances up to a thousand miles. It does not 
increase the postage for distances between five 
| hundred and fifteen hundred miles. It does, per- 
| haps, increase the rate in some degree under five 
hundred miles. 
| But, sir, ought this increase to be a subject of 
| complaint? Is it a hardship for a gentleman who 
takes the New York Express double sheet, living 
in New Orleans, that he shall be compelled to pay 
one cent postage for the transmission of that pa- 
per through the mail of the United States? Is 
that a great hardship, sir?—such a one as the city 
press ought tocomplain of? And yet that is pre- 
cisely the rate of postage fixed in this bill. ‘The 
double sheet New York Express, New York Her- 
ald, and New York Tribune, can go from the city 
of New York to Galveston, Texas, for one cent 
postage. And if that is a hardship, | do not 
know what there is they cannot complain of as a 
hardship. 
But we are compelled to look a little to the rev- 
| enues of the office. | should be willing to reduce 
the rates of postage not only upon letters, but 
| upoar papers, still lower than they are now, if such 
| could be done with due regard to the interests of 
the country and the revenues of the Post Office 
Department. But so long as you permit your 
franking privilege to exist, you cannot reduce the 
postage upon letters and upon newspapers as low 
as it really ought to be. The amount of circula- 
| tion of free papers, and of exchange papers, is 
enormous; and I will venture the assertion, that 
of all the newspapers delivered from the post office 


postage at all. Yes, sir, | am prepared to say 
that more than one half are delivered at that office 
without the payment of any postage. It will still 
be so under this law. 

Mr. BROOKS, (interrupting.). I would ask 
the gentleman if, under this law, it would not cost 
a cent to send a newspaper from Cincinnati to 
Covington, just across the river, in Kentucky? 

Mr. OLDS. It is so under the old law. It is 
er to fix upon any rule that will do equal 
and exact justice to all men. Under any general 


| peculiar hardship. You have to fix a line some- 


- 


rule you may lay down there must be cases of 


It is not true, as the gentle- | 


in the city of New York, not one half pay any | 


| ment. 


n 
in which it now is without further delay. 


i 
you reduce the rates of 


postage still lower, in accordance with the pro- 


ask you, sir, suppose 
visions of the motion submitted by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Brooks] to recommit with 
instructions, what will be the consequence? Why, 
sir, you will have to increase the tax upen the 
people of the country to raise a higher revenue to 
defray the expenses of the Post Office Depart- 
You have already found that you have to 
appropriate a million and a half of dollars, and 


perhaps two millions of dollars, to sustain the 


Post Office Department, and in that, sir, you do 
not take into consideration your ocean mail ser- 
vice. The appropriation you make to E. K.. Col- 


lins is not a charge upon the Post Office Depart 
ment. The Aspinwall line and the 
Havre lines are not a charge upon that Depart- 
ment. Leaving the whole of the ocean mail ser- 
vice out of the calculation, and yet you have to 
appropriate more than a Million and a half of dol 
lars to support your present postal facilities: and 
yet the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooks,} 
to sustain the interest of the city ; 


I 
a greater reduction of the postageupon city panera. 


Bremen and 


ress, asks for 


Let me not be misunderstood, Mr. Speaker. | 
have no hostile feeling against the city presa. I 
wish them well, and trust they may double their 
country circulation annually. But my position as 


chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, compels me to look to the interest of 
the whole country. I should be 
did I not look to the revenues of the Post Office 
Department, and, as far as in my power, avert 
the imposition of increased taxes upon the people. 

Believing, as I honestly do, that the bill, in the 
shape in which you now have it, will meet the 
wants and the approbation of the country, | trust 
that the motion to recommit will not prevail, and 
that the bill will be suffered to pase i 


: } . ; 
cereiict in duty 


the form 

Mr. BROOKS. 
upon my motion. 

Mr. HART demanded tellers upo the yer 
and nays; which were ordered; and Messrs. Hany 
and Savace were appointed, 

The House was then divided, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 36, noes 92. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 


to recommit the bill with instructions, and it was 


] call for the yeas and nays 


| disagreed to—yeas 33, nays 133; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, John H. Boyd, Brigga, 
Brooks, George H. Brown, Cartier, Chandler, Clingman, 
George T. Davis, Evans, Giddings, Hart Haws, Henn, 


| Horsiord, John W. Howe, Jenkins, James Johnsen, Daniel 


T’. Jones, Mann, Martin, McCorkle, Henry D. Moore, John 
Moore, Newton, Sackett, David L. Seymour, Sk«tton 
Stanly, Abrabam P. Stepiiens, Sutherland, Wallace, aud 
Walsh—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Averett, Babeock, Da- 
vid J. Bailey, Barrere, Beale, Bell, Bibighaus, Bissell, 
Bragg, Brenton, Buell, Burrows, Burt, Busby, Joseph 
Cable, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbetl, Thompson Campbell, 
Caskie, Chapman, Chastain, Cobb, Daniel, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, 
Danham, Durkee, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ewing, Faujk- 
ner, Florence, Fowler, Freeman, Thomas J. LD. Fuiler, 
} Gamble, Gaylord, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, 
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Green, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Hammond, Harper, Isham | 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hendricks, Hib- | 


| 


bard, Holladay, Houston, Howard, Thomas M. Howe, | 


Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Andrew Jobnson, John 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Preston King, Kubns, Kurtz, Leteher, Lockhart, 
Mace, Edward ©. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Mason, 
MecLanahan, McQueen, Meade, Millson, Miner, Molony, 
Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, 
Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Perkins, Phelps, | 
Powell, Price, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Robin- 
son, Ross, Savage, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Scurry, 
Origin 8. Seymour, Smith, Benjamin Stanton, Richard H. | 
Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, St. Martin, Stuart, Sweetser, 
Taylor, Thurston, Townshend, Venable, Walbridge, Ward, 
Watkins, Welch, Alexander White, Wilcox, Wildrick, 
Williams, Woodward, and Yates—133. 


So the House refused to recommit the bill. 

{[Mr. BARRERE, from the Committtee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled ‘*A 
joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth F. Thurs- 
ton, of the Territory of Oregon;’’ which received 
the signature of the Speaker. 


The question now being, Shall the bill pass? it 


was put and agreed to. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. OLDS moved a reconsideration of the vote 
on the passage of the bill, and to lay the motion 


to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


SPRINGFIELD AND TERRE HAUTE RAILROAD. 


The SPEAKER. The business next in order 
is the consideration of House bill No. 289, entitled 
* A bill granting the right of way and a portion 
of the public lands to the States of Indiana and IIli- 
nois to aid in the construction of a railroad from | 
Springfield, Illinois, to Terre Haute, Indiana.’? | 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Davis} is en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, took the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
will yield the floor, I will move that the consider- 
ation of this bill be postponed until to-morrow | 
morning. Wecannot get through with it now 
before the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will yield to the gentleman for 
the purpose of submitting the motion he has sug- 

ested, 

Mr. JONES. I then submit the motion that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
until to-morrow. 


The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
! 


to. 
Mr. COBB. There are three or four other bills 
in the precise situation of the one, the considera- 
tion of which has just been postponed. They will 
be also, | suppose, postponed until to-morrow. If 


that is not the understanding, I will move to take | 
one of them up, 


Mr. STUART. As there is only three minutes | 


remaining of the morning hour,! suggest that we, | 





by unanimous consent, proceed to the considera- 
tion of business in the House. There will be then 
no difficulty, as the bills to which the gentleman | 
alludes will come up in their proper place. 

The SPEAKER. The consideration of these 
bills having been postponed until to-day, if not 
acted upon now, will be taken up in their order 
some other day. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I move to take up the defi- 
ciency bill, which was reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 

esterday. 

The SPEAKER. 
expired yet by one minute. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr.GORMAN._I wish to make a report from | 
the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. A report from the Com- 
mittee on Printing is not in order during the morn- 
ing hour, which has not yet expired by three 
quarters of a minute. 


Mr. SACKETT. 


now expired ? 


Has not the morning hour | 


The SPEAKER. It has. 
Mr. GORMAN. I believe I have the floor 
now. 


"he SPEAKER. The House on yesterda 
ordered the main question to be put on the defi- 
ciency bill,and the Chair, if called upon to execute | 
the rules rigidly, must decide that that takes pre- 
cedence over all other propositions. 


_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion was not ordered on the deficiency bill. 





A ee tr ernment aarrceren megs 


The morning hour has not |, 


then ggoved that there be a call of the House. In 
that cOndition the House adjourned. 

Mr. GORMAN. If the*main question was 
not ordered, I am in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is now satisfied 
that the main question was not ordered to be put; 
butthe Chair is not satisfied that the gentleman 
has a right to make a report unless the House has 
determined whether or no the main question shall 
be ordered to be put. 

Mr. CABELL, of Piorida. 
regular order of business. 
{Cries of ** Question !”’ ** Question !’’] 
The SPEAKER. 


[ insist upon the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


4 


A motion for the call of the | 
House, which motion the gentleman from Ten- || 


nessee states he submitted, is not in order after || 


the call for the previous question has been sec- 
onded. 


Mr. JONES. It is not in order after the main 
question has been ordered to be put, but it is in 








viz: Nos. 1, 3, 4, 6, 8,9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, and 29. 

The House then proceeded to consider those 
amendments upon whith a separate vote had been 


~asked. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report those 


amendments upon which a separate vote was 
asked. 


The second amendment of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 


Page 2, line 26, after the word “ dollars,” in the clause 
providing for the temporary clerks in the office of the Third 
Auditor, strike out the words: 

** Provided, That no elerk shall receive more than at the 
rate of $1,000 per annum under this act.*’ 

And insert the following in lieu thereof: 

“Which sum shall be distributed among the clerks ac- 
cording to the discretion of the Secretary ot the Treasury : 
Provided, ‘That no salary from this fund shall exceed $1,200 


|| per annum.” 


order after the call for the previous question has | 


been seconded. 
The SPEAKER. 
House is not in order after the call for the previ- 


A motion for the call of the | 


ous question has been seconded, by express rule | 


of the House. 


Mr. VENABLE demanded the yeas and nays | 


upon ordering the main question to be put; which 
were ordered, 
The question was then taken on ordéring the 
| main question to be put, and it was agreed to— 
yeas 117, nays 52; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Thomas Hl. Bayly, Bar- 

| rere, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Bragg, Bren 
ton, Briggs, Brooks, George H. Brown, Burrows, Burt, 
Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, 
| Chandler, Chapman, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Con- 
ger, Curtis, George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Disney, Doty, Duncan, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 


Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, | 
Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Hammond, Harper, Hart, | 


Haws, Haven, Henn, Horstord, Houston, Howard, Jobn 
W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, 
Ingersoll, Ives, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kulns, Kurtz, Lockhart, Mann, Edward C. 
| Marshall, Humphrey Marstfall, Martin. Mason, Millson, 
Miner, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morrison, Murray, 
Nabers, Outlaw, Samuel W. Parker, Perkins, Phelps, 
Price, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Rus- 
sell, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Scudder, David 
L. Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Snow, 
Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
fi. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Stone, St. Martin, 
Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, Thurston, Walsh, Ward, Wat- 
kins, Welch, Wells, Alexander White, Wilcox, Wildrick, 
Williams, Woodward, and Yates—117. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Averett, Babcock, Beale, 
| Bocock, Buell, Thompson Campbell, Chastain, Daniel, 
| Edgerton, Edmundson, Ewing, Floyd, Freeman, Gorman, 
Green, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, Jack- 
son, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W.*Jones, Letcher, McLanahan, McQueen, Meade, Mo- 


Peasiee, Powell, Ross, Savage, Scurry, Smith, Thaddeus 


Woodward—S52. 


So the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The motion submitted by 
me on yesterday to recommit the bill, was made 
with a view to keep the bill before the House. I 
| would now like the House to give me permission 
to withdraw that motion, so that we may proceed 
to vote upon the bill. 

There was no objection, and the motion was 
| withdrawn. 


This amendment of the Senate was amended in 
the committee, by inserting after the word ‘* ex- 
ceed’’ the words ‘* $1,000 per annum, except two, 
who shall receive $1 ,200.”’ 

The question now being upon concurring in the 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole to the 
Senate amendment— 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE demanded the yeas and 
nays; but they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 


| ment of the committee was concurred in. 


lony, Morehead, Murphy, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, | 


Stevens, Sweetser, Townshend, Venable, Wallace, and | 


' 


The SPEAKER. The amendments of the | 


Senate will be read through, in connection with 
those of the Committee of the Whole. If it be 
the pleasure of the House, the amendments to 
which there is made no objection will be voted 
upon in a mass. 

Mr. AVERETT. This is a very important 
bill, and as there are only one hundred and sixty 


fuller House, and as a motion for a call of the 


House is not now in order, I move an adjourn- |, ahan, MeQueen, Meade, Molony, Morrison, Murphy, Mur- 


_ ray, Nabers, Orr, Peaslee, Penn, Phelps, Powell, Price, 


_ment; and upon which motion I demand the yeas 
and nays. 
The yeas and nays were refused; and the mo- 
tion to adjourn was disagreed to. 


|| The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read the 
|| amendments of the Senate, and those proposed by 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union in connection. ‘ 

The Clerk having read the amendments, the 
| following, to which there was no exception, (the 


The main ques- || action upon which in Committee of the Whole on 
“ ! he || the state of the Union havin 
call for the previous question was seconded, and I || stated,) were concurred in without a division, || 


members present, for the purpose of getting a | 


been heretofore || 


Theamendment of the Senate, as amended, was 
then agreed to. 

The fifth amendment of the Senate, upon which 
a separate vote had been called for, was read, as 
follows: 

Page 5, line 95, after the clause appropriating $80,000 
for running and marking the boundary line between the 
United States and Mexico, according to the treaty of Gua- 
dalupe Hidalgo, insert the following: 

“ Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to sanction a departure from the point on the 
Rio Grande, north of the town called Paso, designated in 
the said treaty.”’ 

The committee had amended this amendment, 
by striking out the words * from the point on the 
Rio Grande north of the town called Paso, desig- 
nated-in the said treaty,’’? and inserting, in lieu 
thereof, the words ‘‘ from the true line of the 
treaty,’’ so as to make it read: 

* Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con- 
strued as to sanction a departure from the true line of the 
treaty.’ 

The question being upon concurring in the 
amendment of the committee tothe Senate’s amend- 
ment, it was put, and upon a division, there were 
—ayes 70, noes 76. 

Mr. BROOKS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 73, nays 103; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Barrere, Bell, 
Bibighaus, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, 
George H. Brown, Buell, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, 
Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, 
Chapman, Conger, G. T. Davis, Dockery, Duncan, Evans, 
Flovd, Fowler, Giddings, Goodenow, Goodrich, Grey, tiar- 
per, Haws, Haven, Horsford, John W. Howe, Thomas M. 


|| Howe, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, Jenkins, James Johnson, 


Preston King, Kuhns, Mann, Martin, Miner, Henry D. 


| Moore, Morehead, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. 


Parker, Perkins, Porter, Reed, Robie, Schermerhorn, 


| Schooleraft, Seudder, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Benjamin 
| Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Thurston, Towns- 


| son, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Geo 


hend, Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, 
Welsh, Alexander White, and Williams—73. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Averett, Babcock, David J. Bai- 
Jey, Thomas H. Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bragg, Burt, Busby, 
Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chastain, Church- 
well, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, Daniel, J. G. Davis, Daw- 
son, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edgerton, 
Edmundson, Faulkner, Florence, Freeman, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Grow, 
Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Har- 
ris, Hart, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, 
Houston, Howard, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Andrew John- 
W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, Edward C. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Mason, McCorkle, McLan- 


Rantoul, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, 
Russell, Sackett, Savage, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Ori- 
en 8. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 

Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Stone, Stuart 
Sweetser, Venable, Wallace, Wilcox, Wildrick, and 
Woodward—103. 

So the House refused to concur in the amend- 
ment of the committee. 

The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 
to, on a division—ayes 91, noes not counted. 

The seventh amendment of the Senate, upon 
which a separate vote had been asked, was then 
read, as follows: 
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Insert after line one hundred and eight, 

« For compensation of the Surveyor General of Arkansas, 
per act of August 8, 1846, $2,000. 

« For clerks in the office of the Surveyor General of Ar- 
kansas, per act of August 8, 1846, $5,300.”? 


The question being upon agreeing with the Com-. ing the following in lieu thereof: 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, in 
non-concurring with the Senate in this, amend- 
ment— 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will ask in 
what position that amendment is? 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole | 


upon the part of the House propose to strike that 
amendment out. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I would ask permission of 
the [louse to make a five minutes explanation in 
regard to this amendment. 

Leave being unanimously granted, 

Mr. JOHNSON resumed. I was absent from 
the city when this amendment was considered in 


Committee of the Whole. Thus the Senate | 
amendment providing for the payment of a defi- | 


ciency of salary due to the officers of the surveyor 

eneral’s land office of Arkansas was stricken out. 
i is money which wil have to be paid some time 
or other. The service was performed, and the 


will say that this money will have to be paid some 


time or other, and the reason why this provision | 


was stricken out was because the surveyor gen- 
eral’s office of Arkansas ought to have been dis- 
continued heretofore. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to make a single remark? There is no doubt 
about the service; but the ones presented 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union was, that the service was rendered in || 
| the amendment of the Senate as amended was 


violation of the action of the last Congress in re- 
fusing or declining to put in this appropriation. 

Mr. JOHNSON. ‘That is the statement of the 
gentleman in regard to it. Then I will ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
if he does acknowledge this fact, that at some time 
or other the money must be paid ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 have no doubt that this 
money will be paid. I have told gentlemen so 
here repeatedly. J think the gentleman will agree 


with me, that the service has been rendered in vio- | 


lation of the law’ by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. But he is doing right in endeavoring to 
get the appropriation for hisown State. I believe 
it will be paid some time or other. I have no ob- 
jection to its being paid. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There is’a general law in 
existence which discontinues the surveyor’s office 
at a certain point. It was recommended at the 
close of Mr. Polk’s administration that the office 
should be closed, but the next Administration that 
came in after Mr. Polk’s, when their attention was 
called strictly to the condition of that office and 
the public surveys, recommended that it should be 


continued, and the House of Representatives | 
expressly passed a law making an appropriation | 


to continue it. This has been the law. The 
Thirty-first Congress made that recommendation, 


and this office has been continued ever since. The | 


officers discharged the duties which were imposed 
upon them, and there is now an account due them 
for services rendered which my friend from Ala- 
bama | Mr. Houston] eshaaraindasn will be paid 
some time or other.~ The Senate provided for it 
by inserting an amendment which ought never to 
have been stricken out. It never would have been 
stricken out if the matter had been properly ex- 
plained; but I was absent from the city, and there 
was no one else here to explain it. That is the way 
the matter stands. I ask that the House will re- 
fuse to concur in the amendment of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole to the Senate amendment, and 
that they will agree to pay the money due for ser- 
vices rendered in the Surveyor General’s office. I 
will not detain the House any longer. 

The question was then put, and the House re- 


fused to concur with the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union in striking out the Sen- 
ate amendment. 

The amendment of the Senate was then agreed 
to. 


The eleventh amendment of the Senate (upon 


which a separate vote was asked) was read, | 


proposing to strike out ‘* $1,000,” and insert 
** $1,200,” in the proviso of the following clause: 


“Por compensation of extra clerks employed in the 
Office of the Commissioner of Pensions, $20,000: Provt- 


THE C 





|| Mr.SWEETSER demanded the yeas and nays. | 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 


| ded, That no clerk shall receive more than at the rate of | 


$1,000 per annum under this act.” 


This amendment was amended by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union by | 
striking out the proviso of the Senate and insert- | 


“* Provided, ‘That no clerk shall receive more than at the 
rate of 31,000 per annum under this act, except two, whuse | 
annual salary shall not exceed $1,200.” 

The question being upon concurring in the 
amendment of the committee to the Senate’s | 
amendment, it was taken by tellers (Messrs. Fut-.| 
Ler, of Maine, and-Cuanpier acting as such) | 
and decided in the affirmative—ayes 73, noes 55. 

The amendment of the Senate as amended was 


| then agreed to. 


The thirteenth amendment of the Senate to the 
clause providing for the payment of interest on | 
the awards to the Chactaw claimants, upon which 
a separate vote had been demanded, was read, as 
follows: 


* Provided, That after the 3th day of June, 1852, all 


i . 
| payments of interest on said awards shall c’ase, and that 
| the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed 


to pay said claimants the amount of principal awarded in 
each case respectively, and that the amount necessary for 


| this purpose be, and the sameis hereby, appropriated: 
chairman of the Ways and Means himself, I believe |, 


Provided further, That the final payment and satisfaction 
of said awards shall be first ratified and approved asa final | 
release of all claims of such parties, under the fourteenth 
article of said treaty, by the proper national authority of 


'| the Choctaws, in such form as shall be prescribed by the 
| Secretary of the [nterier.’’ 


This amendment had been amended by the 


' Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, by inserting after the word ‘ appropri- 


ated’’ the words ‘‘ not exceeding $872,00U.”’ 
The question was taken upon the amendment 
of the committee, and it was agreed to, and then 


concurred in. 
The first clause of the nineteenth amendment, 


| which had been stricken out by the committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, was read, as 


follows: 


Qn eee 


The question being on agreeing to this clause— 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered. s 

The question was then put upon agreeing to 


| the amendment of the Senate, and it was de- 


cided in the affirmative. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
The second clause of the nineteenth amend- 


| ment, upon which a separate vote had been de- 
| manded, was read, as follows: 


“To enable the Secretary of the Senate to pay for the 
copies of the report of Doctor David Dale Owen, United 
States geologist, on the geology of lowa and Wisconsin 
and Minnesota Territory, heretofore ordered to be executed | 


| for the use of the Senate, under the special! direction of the 


Commissioner of the General Land Office, thirty-one thou- | 
sand two hundred and eighteen dollars and seventy-five | 
cents: Provided, That no more than fifty cents a copy | 
shall be paid for the binding of the book.”’ | 


ment was agreed to. 

The third clause of the nineteenth amendment, 
upon which a separate vote had been demanded, 
was read, as follows: 


* T’o enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for three thousand five hundred copies of the report of 
Doctor David Dale Owtn, on the geology of lowaand Wis- 4 
consin and Minnesota Territory, ordered by a resolution of 
the House of Representatives, to be executed under the spe- | 
cial direction of the Commissioner of the General Land | 
Office, $16,187 50: Provided, That no more than fifty cents | 


|| acopy shail be paid for the binding of the book.”’ 


| The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 
Thetwenty-fifth amendment, upon which a sep- | 


lows: 


portation of the United States mail between New York and 
Liverpool, in the Collins line of steamers, to twenty-six 
trips per annum, at such times as shall be directed by the | 
Postmaster General, and in conformity to his last annual | 
report to Congress, and his letterof the 15th of November | 
last, to the Secretary of the Navy, commencing said in- | 
creased service on the first of January, 1852, at the rate of | 
$33,000 a trip, in lieu of the present allowance, the sum of | 
$236,500: Provided, That it shall be in the power of Con- | 
gress at any time after the 3ist day of December, 1854, to | 
terminate the arrangement for the additional allowance | 
herein provided for, upon giving six months’ notice.”’ 


The se being upon agreeing to this amend- | 
| ment of the Senate, 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


The question was then taken, and the amend- || 


arate vote had been demanded, was read, as fol- || 


th 
“ For addttitional compensation for increasing the trans- || 


1767 


The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 89, nays 87. 


YEAS—Mesers. Aiken, Thomas H. Bayly, Bell, Bibig- 
haus, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Briggs, Brooks, George I. 
Brown, Burrows, EB. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chapman, Clingman, 
Conger, Curtis, George T. Davis, Dean, Doty, Duncan, 
Evans, Florence, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, 
Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Hammond, Harper, Hart, 
Haws, Haven, Henn, Horstord, Howard, Thomas M. Howe, 
Thomas Y. How, Ingersoll, J. Glancy Jones, Kabns, Kurtt, 
Mann, Edward C. Marshall, Martin, MeCorkie, Meade, 
Miner, Henry D. Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Murray, 
Penn, Perkins, Porter, Price, Rantoul, Reed, Riddle, Rebie, 
Robinson, Russell, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Scudder, David L. Seymour, Snow, Stanly, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard HU. Stanton, Abr’m P. Stephens, Stone, 
St. Martin, Strother, Stuart, Sutherland, ‘Taylor, Thurston, 
Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Weich, Alexander 
White, and Yates—s9. 

NAYS— Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Averett, Bab- 
cock, David J. Bailey, Beaie, Bocock, Bragg, Brenton, 
Buell, Burt, Busby, Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, 
Caskie, Chastain, Churchwell, Cobb, Daniel, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Edgerton, Ed- 
mundsen, Ewing, Faulkner, Floyd, Freeman, Gentry, Gor 
man, Green, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Hotla- 
day, Houston, John W. Howe, Hunter. Ives, Jackson, 
Jenkins, A. Johnson, James Johnson, R. W. Johnson, 
Daniel ‘T’. Jones, George W. Jones, Preston King, Letcher, 
Mason, MeLanahan, McQueen, Millson, Motony, Murphy, 
Nabers, Olds. Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peasiee, 
Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Scurry, 
Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Smith, Benjamin Stan- 
ton, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Townshend, Venable, 
Wallace, Watkins, Wildrick, Williams, and Woodward 


» 


Pending the call of the roll ,— 

Mr. DIMMICK stated that he had paired off 
with his colleague [Mr. Futver] on this particular 
question, or that he should have voted in the nega- 


ive. 

Mr. MACE stated that he had paireil off with 
Mr. Bewnertrt, and that he also was opposed to 
the measure. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, said that he 
had paired off with Mr. Srerhens, of Georgia. 

Mr. WILCOX stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Lanpry. 

Mr. ORR said that he had paired off with Mr. 
Pox, and was against the amendment. 

Mr. EASTMAN said that he had paired off 
with Mr. Meacuam, and tiiat he was opposed to 
the amendment. 

Mr. BARRERE said that he had paired off 
with Mr. Bowre, and that he was opposed to the 
amendment. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CARTTER. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was agreed to, and 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. CABLE. of Ohio. Is it in order to move 
to lay the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. CABLE. Then I make that motion, and 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move that the House 
adjourn. 

Mr. CARTTER. I withdraw my motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. SWEETSER. ThenI withdraw the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered upon Mr 


|| Casie’s motion. 


Mr. HART. I wish to inquire what would be 
the effect of this motion? Vill it lay all the 
amendments upon the table? 


| TheSPEAKER. The bill with all the amend- 


ments. 
The question was then taken, and it was decid- 
ed in the negative—yeas 73, nays 104, as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. Abercrombie, Averett, David J. Bailey, 
| Beale, Bocock, Bragg, Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Buell, 
Busby, Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, Caskie, Chas- 
tain, Churchwell, Cobb, Dawson, Dimmick, Durkee, East- 
man, Edgerton, Edmundson, Floyd, Freeman, Gaylord, 
Gorman, Green, Grow, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, 
John W. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Ives, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, James John-on, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, Preston King, Letcher, Mason. McLanshan, Me- 
Queen, Millson, Molony, Murphy, Nabers, Olds, Orr, 
Andrew Parker, Peasiee, Powell, Richardson, Ross, Rus- 
sell, Savage, Scurry, Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, 
Benjamin Stanton, Sweetser, Townshend, Venable, Wai- 
lace, Wilcox, Wildrick, and W oodward—73. 
NA YS—Messre. Aiken, Allison, Thomas Hf. Bayly, Bar- 
| rere, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowne, J. H. Boyd, Briggs, Brooks, 
George H. Brown, Burrows, Burt, E. Carrington Cabell, 
Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chap- 
man, Clingman, Conger, Curtis, George T. Davis, Jotin G 
| Davis, Dean, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Evans, 
| Ewing, Florence, Fowter, Thomas J. bb. Fuller, Gamble, 


'| Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Grey, Hammond, 
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oa 
Harper, Hart, Haws, Haven, Henn, Horsford, Houston, || 


Howard, Thos. M. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jackson, Robt. 
W. Johnson, J. Glaney Jones, Kuhns, Kurtz, Lockhart, 
Mann, Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, 


MeCorkle, Meade, Miller, Miner, Henry D. Moore, More- | 


head, Morrison, Murray, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, 
Perkins, Porter, Price, Rantoul, Reed, Riddle, Robie, 
Robinson, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Scud- 
der, David L. Seymour, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Frederick 
P. Sianton, Abraham P. Stephens, Stone, Stuart, Suther- 


land, Taylor, Thurston, Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Wash- | 


burn, Watkins, Welch, Alexafider White, Williams, and 
Yates—104. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Pending the call of the roll— 

Mr. ORR said: 1 shall vote aye. 
ginally voted against this-bill, and I have agreed to 


pair off with Mr. Pork upon the Collins amend- | 


ment, but, nevertheless, I feel at liberty now to 
vote to lay the bill upon the table. 

The muaenie recurred upon agreeing to the 
second clause of the twenty-fifth amendment, as 
follows: 

‘* Por defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and 
district courts of the United States, including the District 
of Columbia; also for jurors and witnesses, in aid of 
the funds arising from fines, penalties, and forfeitures in- 


eurred in the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen | 


hundred and fifty-two, and previous years, and likewise for 
defraying the expenses of suits in which the United States 


are concerned, and of prosecutions for offenses committed | 
against the United States, and for the apprehension and | 


sufe-keeping of prisoners, in addition to former appropria 


tions, ninety thousand dollars: Provided, That no officer of 
the United States, who is in attendance upon any court of | 


the United States,in the discharge of the duties of said 


office, shall receive any pay or compensation for his attend- | 
ance as a witness on behalf of the Government, at the | 


same time that he receives compensation as such officer.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 


and nays; which were not ordered. 

The question being taken upon the amendment, 
it was agreed to. 

The third clause of the twenty-fifth amendment 
of the Senate was then agreed to, viz: 

“To enable the Secretary of the Interior to pay to the 
clerks employed in the Census Office on extra duty, at the 


rate of 3100 for full service, according to the office roll, the 
sum of @10,500,”’ 


The fifth clause of the twenty-fifth amendment | 


of the Senate, upon which a separate vote was 
asked, was read as follows: 


“ For the reconstruction or repairs of the steamer Bibb, 


used in the survey of the Nantucket shoals, $18,000.°’ 
The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, 
Mr. HUNTER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 


The question was put, and the amendment was | 


agreed to. 


“The sixth clause of the twenty-fifth amendment, || 


for establishing a depdt of coal for naval purposes 


at Key West, in the State of Florida, $20,000, | 


was then agreed to. 

‘The seventh clause of the twenty-fifth amend- 
ment of the Senate, for the purchase of a site on 
which to erect a custom-house in Bangor, Maine, 
$1,500, was read. 

The question being on its adoption— 


Mr. HUNTER demanded the yeas and nays; | 


which were not ordered. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


The eighth clause of the twenty-fifth amend- | 
ment, for the purchase of a site on which to erect | 
a custom-house at Bath, Maine, $11,000, was | 


then agreed to. 


The ninth clause of the twenty-fifth amendment | 


of the Senate was read, as follows: 


*« For the completion of the custom-house at Mobdite, Al- | 


abama, $100, 000.’ 
This amendment of the Senate had been amend- 


ed by the Conimittee of the Whole on the state |! 


of the Union by the addition of the following 
clauses: 


‘“* For the completion of the custom-house at Louisville, 
Kentucky, the additional sum of $43,700, 


‘* For the completion of the custom -house at Ciacinnati, 
$50,000. 


' 
‘* For the completion of a custom-house and other public 


offices connected therewith, at Pittsburg, $35,000, 
* For the completion of the fire-proof building in the city 
of St. Louis, Missouri, for a custom-house and independ- 


ent treasury building, and other offices of the United States, | 


$37,000. 


** For the completion of a custom-house at Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, $50,000.” 


‘The question being on concurring with the com- 


mittee in its amendments to the Senate amend- | 


ment— 


THE CONGRESSION 


I have ori- | 





but they were not ordered. 


The amendments were then severally concurred 


in. 
The question then being upon agreeing to the 
Senate amendment as amended— 


Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania, demanded tell- 


ers. 
Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


Mr. MOORE called for tellers; which were ors | 


dered; and Messrs. Sranron, of Tennessee, and 
Campse.t, of Illinois, were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 98; noes not counted. 

So the amendment of the Senate as amended 
was agreed to. 

The twenty-eighth and thirtieth amendments, 
upon which separate votes had been asked, were 
then agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The amendments of the Sen- 
ate have all been disposed of. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then what is the question 
now? 

The SPEAKER. 
the House. 


BOOKS FOR NEW MEMBERS. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to offer the res- 
| olution which I send to the Chair. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows : 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and he is 
hereby, directed to purchase and furnish to each new mem- 
|| ber of the House who has not heretofore received them, the 
same books that were purchased for and furnished to the 
new members of the last Congress; and that, as far as pos- 
| sible, he purchase them of the 
vided, ‘That this resolution shall not authorize the reprint- 
ing of any such books. 


Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, objected. 


What is the question now 


There is no question before 


THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to offer a resolution 
to close debate upon bill No. 43, making appro- 
priation for the service of the Indian Department, 
|| and for fhe fulfillment of Indian treaties. I shall 

propose to close the debate at twelve o’clock to- 
|| morrow, so that, if the House sees fit, there can be 
a session this evening, to enable those gentlemen 
|| who desire to speak to do so. I shall call for the 
'| previous question; but if the gentleman from Ar- 
kansas [Mr. Jounson] desires to offer an amend- 
ment, I will give way to enable him to do so, and 
|| then I shall call for the previous question. 


COLLINS LINE-—-MOTION TO RECONSIDER. 


Mr. WHITE, of Alabama. I rise to a privi- 
|| lezed question. 1 move to reconsider the vote b 

which the amendment of the Senate to the def. 
ciency bill, in relation to the Collins line, was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman from Al- 
|| abama vote with the majority? 
|| Mr. WHITE. I did, sir. 
|| Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to lay the motion 
|| to reconsider upon the table. 
| Mr. AVERETT. I move that the House ad- 
!| journ. 

Mr. OLDS. 
and nays. 
|| [Cries of **Oh, no!” and * Let us adjourn !’’] 
| Mr.OLDS. Well, I withdraw the call for the 

eas and nays. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask a question of 
the Chair. If we get into this contest about the 
| Collins line, of course the balance of the day is 
|, gone. Is it not in order to pass over this motion 
to reconsider until to-morrow, unless it is pressed 
now, and have a vote upon my resolution, so that 
we can devote this evening to speech-making? 
|| The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
|| the unanimous consent of the House. 

Several Memsers objected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Avererr’s 
| motion, and it was agreed to; and the House ad- 
| journed until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


On that motion I call for the yeas 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
|| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: 
|| Kent county, State of Delaware, praying Congress to grant 
|| him relief, in consequence of imposition by an agent upon 
I the General Land Office. 


By Mr. RIDDLE: The petition of Henry C. Carter, of | 


Mr. HUNTER asked for the yeas and nays; | 





MOLLUS 


E. 























~ By Mr. JONES, of Tennessee: The petition of William 
Moore aud others, for mail routes from Pulaski, via Fay- 
etteville, Tullahoma, and McMinnville, to Sparta. 

Also, the petition of Abner 8. Boone and others, for mail 
routes between the same points. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: A memorial of the 
agricultural Society of Philadelphia, in favor of an Agri- 


| cultural Bureau. 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpvespay, July 14, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C, M. Burier. 
Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial of the 


| Mayor and Common Council of the city of Alton, 
| Illinois, praying that the city of Alton may be 
| made a port of entry; which was ‘referred to the 


Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of the 
Green Mountain Rifle Corps, praying that the Sec- 
retary of War may be authorized to furnish the 
corps with arms and accoutrements; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the-Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the joint resolution 
to provide additional security for the lives and 
property of persons navigating the Western 
waters, reported it back with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whith 
were referred resolutions of the Legislature of 
Wisconsin, and the memorial of citizens of St. 
Lawrence county, New York, in relation to a ship- 
canal round the Falls of St. Mary, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 


| was referred the memorial of Sarah and Lucinda 
original publishers: Pro- || 


Turner, praying an appropriation to test Trip- 
lett’s invention for preventing the explosion of 
steam-boilers, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which were referred a resolution of 
the Senate directing the Judiciary Committee to 
inquire into the expediency of making it penal for 


| any officer of the Army, or other person appointed 


by the President, having a salary by law for his 
compensation, to contract, directly or indirectly, 
for supplies for Government; and also, a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of War relating to 
the same subject, reported a bill amendatory of 


| the act ** concerning soe contracts,”’ approved 
1 


> 
April 21, 1848; whic 
second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Susan C. Randall, 
praying compensation for extra duties performed 
by her late husband, Archibald Randall, in the 
circuit court of the United States, submitted an 


was read and passed to the 


| adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lends, to which were referred the petition of 
Frederick Parsons, praying a grant of bounty 
land; and the petition of John Spencer, late re- 
ceiver of public moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
praying indemnity for losses on account of a suit 
against him by the Government, submitted ad- 
verse reports thereon; which were ordered to be 
orinted. 

. Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred a joint resolu- 
tion for the purchase of the half-breed tract on 
Lake Pepin, in Minnesota Territory, reported it 


| back without amendment. 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on [Indian Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the memorial of George 
Stealey, praying compensation for his services and 
expenses while on a mission to the Indian tribes 
in California, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief; which was read and passed to 
the second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN OREGON. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill from the House of 
Representatives, entitled ‘* An act authorizing the 
‘President of the United States to designate the 
‘places for the ports of entry and delivery for the 





‘ collection districts of Puget’s Sound and Umpqua, 


‘in the Territory of Oregon, and to fix the com- 
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‘ pensation of the collector at Astoria, in said Ter- 
‘ritory,’’ have directed me to report. it back with- 





bill similar to this has already passed the Senate, 
very nearly in the form of the present bill. In || 
the Senate bill salaries were proposed for certain * 
officers there. The House have passed this bill, 
diminishing the salaries below the amount fixed 
in the Senate bill. The Senator from Indiana 
[Mr. Brient] is extremely desirous that the bill 
should be put upon its passage, and I ask that it | 
may be considered now. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded | 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole. || 
It proposes to authorize the President of the Uni- 
ted States to designate the places for the ports of 
entry for the collection districts of Puget’s Sound 
and Umpqua, in the Territory of Oregon, upon 
receiving satisfactory information as to the best 
location for the said ports, instead of the places 
now established by law. It further provides that 
the annual compensation of the collector at Asto- 
ria, in Oregon, shall be $3,000, including the fees 
of his office, commencing on the Ist day of July, 
1852. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a | 
third time, and passed. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following res- |) P 


olution; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency ef continuing a pension to 
Mrs. ‘Thankful Reynolds. 
Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a new 
land district, embracing the county of Benton, in the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota. 


THE ISLAND OF HAYTI. 


Mr. MASON. I ask leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, copies of the correspondence of Robert M. Walsh, | 
Esq., whilst acting as Commissioner of this Government at 
the Island of Hayti. 

It appears that our commercial intercourse with 
that Island is increasing rapidly. I am informed, 
from sources entitled to credit, that the corre- 
spondence of this gentleman, who was recently a 
special commissioner to Hayti, will be found to 


be of much interest, both politically and commer- || 


cially. I ask, therefore, that the resolution may 
be considered at this time. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


THE CONGRESSION 











force for a limited time the provisions of an act 


relative to suspended entries of the public lands, 
out amendment, and recommend its passage. A || was read a third time and passed. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 
The bill from the House of Representatives to 


amend an act entitled ** An act to reduce and mod- 


| from one end of the country to the other. 


ify the rates of postage'in the United States, and 
for other purposes,’’ passed March 3, 1851, was 
read a first and second time by its tide, and referred 


| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads. 
WASHINGTON CITY GUARDS. 


The engrossed joint resolution to supply the 
Washington City Juvenile Guards with arms, 
was read a third time; and the question was, 


| Shall it re 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have great doubt 
as to the propriety of passing this resolution. | 
do not know precisely the nature of the company 


_referred to in it, but I perceive they are styled 
| ** Juveniles,’’ and [| suppose they form a sort of 


infant military school. I believe that the experi- 
ment of-establishing infant military scnools, when 
tried, has failed. 1 see that among the petitions 
presented this morning, is one by an honorable 
Senator from Arkansas, from some juveniles 
somewhere else, asking the same privilege. The 
arsenals in which the United States arms are de- 


I'he juveniles in other places will learn the juve- 
nile privileges which have been extended here, 
and we shall have applications pouring in upon us 
If we 
do for one company what this resolution proposes 
to do, we must, to be impartial, distribute arms to 
whoever asks them, and so we shall have to fur- 
nish all the children throughout the United States 


with fire-arms. 


I suppose these juveniles are about fourteen 


| years of age: The next thing will be, some ju- 


venile company will be formed of boys eight or 
ten years of age; and they will petition for small 
pistols and revolvers, and we will have to furnish 


| them to all who are large enough and stout enough 


to carry them. If they are not large enough and 


| stout enough to carry them, we shall havé to fur- 


nish them with dirks and small arms. I think, 
without any attemptto be jocose on this occasion, 

| that it is an evil exarople. I think we had better 
not pass the resolution. It would be well for us 
to pause. I believe that the military spirit does 

| not need any more encouragement or fostering than 
it has already had. It has elected one President 

| lately, and it is going to try very hard to elect an- 
other. [Laughter.]} 


Besides, sir, | am opposed to it on another prin- 


ciple. If you give out the arms of the United 
| States to adults—men who have become capable 


Mr. NORRIS submitted the following resolu- || af assuming legal responsibilities—you may then 


tion; which, under the rules, lies over for one 
day: 


have some security that the arms will be safely 
kept, and returned when they are wanted, fit 


Resolved, That (the House of Representatives concur- || for the purposes for which the United States 


ring) the sixteenth joint rule of the two Houses be amended 
by adding the following thereto: ‘* And all general appro- 
priation bills shall be sent at least ten days previous to the 
day fixed for the adjournment of Congress.”’ 


If amended as proposed, the sixteenth joint rule 
will read: 


** No bill that shall have passed one House, shall be sent | 
for concurrence to the other on either of the last three days 
of the session; and all general appropriation bills shall be 

ent at least ten days previous to the day fixed for the ad- 
o urnment of Congrtess.”’ 


LOSSES OF SPANISH SUBJECTS. 
The engrossed joint resolution for the relief of 


the Spanish consul, and other subjects of Spain 
residing at New Orleans, and of subjects of Spain 
residing at Key West, b indemnity for losses 


occasioned by violence of the mob in the year 


1851, was read the third time. | 
| 


Mr. MASON. In consequence of some mod- 
ification made yesterday, at the instance of the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, it will be necessary to insert, 
after the word ‘*Havana,’’ the words “tin Cuba.”? | 
I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to make 
that amendment. 


'| them. 


The amendment was agreed to, and the joint | 
resolution was passed. 

On motion by Mr. SOULE, the title of the res- | 
olution was amended by striking out the words | 
** by violence of the mob.”’ 


| 

1] 

SUSPENDED LAND ENTRIES. 

The engrossed bill to revive and continue in 


want them. But if you distribute them to ju- 
| veniles, they cannot assume legal responsibilities. 


| not certain ‘that that is not better than the legal 


responsibilities of older men, but it is not such as 
| Governments deal with. I think, with all dispo- 
| sition to sympathize with young men and boys— 

and nobody has more of it than I have—that this 
| is a mistaken manifestation of that sympathy, and 


\| encouragement, which ought not to be extended to 
I appreciate highly the generous motives 
| of the Senator who introduced the resolution, but 
But, whether he is 
| or not, such is my judgment. [ shall feel con- 
| strained to vote against the resolution, and I shall 


| I think that he is mistaken. 


| ask the yeas and nay8 upon it. 


| Mr, CLEMENS. 


| spirit. (Laughter.) Now, this is one of the most 
innocent things imaginable. The resolution does 
| not provide that these boys shall be furnished with 


AL GLOBE. 


osited, are scattered all over the United States. | 


| They may give their word of honor—and I am 


When the Senator from 
| New Hampshire, yesterday, objected to the third 
| reading of this resolution, | was at some loss to 
| understand the reason; but he has explained it to 
| us to-day, to my entire satisfaction. The Senator, | 
| it is known to most of us, is a Free-Soil candidate 

| for the Presidency; he has no military glory to 

| run upon, and hence he is opposed to the military 


guns. No one ever contemplated that they should | 
have muskets, because they cannot handle them. 
It simply proposes to authorize the Secretary of 
War to furnish them with such arms as, in his 
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judgment, they can use to advantage. There is 
searcely a city, there is scarcely a village of three 
thousand inhabitants, anywhere in the country, 
in which there is not such acompany. I myself 
belonged to one for years; and | take occasion to 
say now, that I sincerely believe a boy of that 
age will learn more, as to the uses of fre-arms in 
three weeks, than a grown man will ip seven. 

There can be no harg in this. The Secretary 
of War is required to do nothing. The resolution 
simply gives him the discretion to furnish this com- 
pany with old sabres, if he chooses—something 
with which they can do nodamage. No one sup- 
poses he will give them muskets, forthey would be 
useless to them. They could not manage them. 
He may furnish them with any light arms he sees 
proper. ‘The Government has some tw enty-odd 
thousand old sabres, that might be emploved in 
that way, withoutany great detrimentto the pub- 
lic; unless it should encourage the military spirit, 
and thus assist in defeating the Senator from New 
Hampshire for the Presidency. [Laughter.) 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, | had hoped that 
after the Umion was so thoroughly saved as it has 
been, and the Wilmot proviso was dead, and its 
friends buried, flings at their corpses or remains 
would be spared; but it seems itis notso, The 
honorable Senator indulges in what he supposes 
to be wit; and I have no doubt it was, because I 
saw several laugh But I think that the thing 
ought to be treated seriously by the Senate. What 
sort of arms would the Secretary deem suitable 
for these juveniles ?—I believe they are styled 
‘juveniles.”” Ido not know exactly their ages, 
but as they are called juveniles, | suppose they 
must be infants under the age of twenty-one. 
Some of them would no doubt be capable of 
handling pretty large arms—heavy muskets; and 
then it would be graduated down. I think that 
the whole thing is wrong. If you once commence, 
you will not stop bere. Another petition has 
already been presented for the same object; and 
petitions will contimue to come in. I 

When I got up I did not know but that I 
should indulge a little more fully than I think, 
upon reflection, it is best for me to do, in remarks 
upon a certain subject which the allusion of the 
Senator from Alabama would give me an oppor- 
tunity of doing. I refer to the position in which 
L stand in relation to the matter to which he has 
referred. But upon the whole, as the Senate ia 
not very full, and I do not think the steam is quite 
up yet, will not doit. [Laughter.] But I will 
take oceasion to tell the Senator this: { do not 
know the course which I or my friends may take, 
but I think when the election is over the party 
defeated will not be at a loss to know how it han- 
pened that it was defeated. ‘That is ali I will say 
at present. I ask ‘ie yeas and nays on the pas- 
sage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 14; as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Borland, Chariton, 
Clemens, De Saussure, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
Iowa, Douglas, Feich, Gwin, James, Jones of lowa, 
King, Mallory, Mason, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Shiclds, 
Soulé, Spruance, and Toucey—22. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bayard, Bradbury, Bright, Brodhead, 


Chase, Davis, Dawson, Geyer, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Sum-~- 
| ner, Upham, and Wade—l4. 


So the resolution was passed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I rise for the purpose of ask- 
ing the Senate to take up the bill to provide for the 
protection of the Territories of New Mexico and 
Oregon, and the States of California and Texas. 

Mr. GWIN. I gave notice yesterday, that I 
should to-day call up the California land bill. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to take up a bill in 
which the Senator is very much interested. My 
impression is, that it will occupy but a very little 

| time. It is, as he knows, a subject of very great 

| importance. The bill to which I allude, is a bill 

| which has passed the House, and to which the 
Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate has 
reported an amendment. With the permission of 
the Senator from California, I would like to call 
it up, and have it amended as proposed and sent 
back to the House. 

Mr. GWIN. Iam very much in favor of the 
measure which the Senator from Ilinois proposes 
to take up. But I gave notice yesterday that [ 
should to-day ask the Senate to take‘up the bill to 

' which I have referred. Itis a bill of very great 
importance to California, and I hope it will be 




















































































i 
: 
& 


f 


Pi oot, Se 


Pitas iaiet 
sw es cd hg Sa 3 th 


es 


os 
ne et 


em 
eS 


is 


eee a 


Me page 
Qa aa ae 2S. 


aint: oar 
9 Lah Ting ge 


wo ott 


t 
wou 
at 


~. 
et ae 
ree 


ate AE a CIE 
eto 


> 
apr ae — py Bs 


em 


“IN ag 
Se) Sent 
pe et 


490 


{eter amy Same a. 
NR ON OE II ee me 


> 
oa 


re 


Li Rn ES. AE TE 


ee as 
CDE ow 


p 


/ age 
18 A Re ie AA 


v 


Cy AORN 


1 he fC IRI 


“~ 


DROME SST ARP CEB RAIS 


irs aS WS 


tes 
ae, 


rors OE og, BE 
= 


z 
AT BEI LOTR 
Fan a ARS 


Se ee 
* 


BIRR vena 


rp 
an 


lg age 


oO. fara 


ae 


Se es 
tS LIE AMSAT PYM EY SEAT 8 


* 
a 


¥ 


fata 8 


ont 


a aba OY MUNN TSS TIEN ESTRELA TE 


“to ap le enaalll RanP pen F 
: 





1770 © 





taken up, It has been reported for several months 
and has been lying on our tables for a long while. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 1 do not wish to interfere 
with the Senator from California. I know that 
the bill which he proposes to take up is very 
necessary, and | have no wish to interfere with it. 
The bill which I propose to take up concerns his 
own people more, perhaps, than any other por- 
tion of the country; but k will withdraw the mo- 
tion to enable him to take up the bill to which he 
alludes. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


On the motion of Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill ‘to provide for the survey of the public 
lands in California, and the granting of donation 
privileges, and for other purposes.” 

The Committee on Public Lands reported an 
amendment to the bill, which was to strike out all 
of the original bill after the enacting clause and 
insert a new one. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I propose, as I 
gave notice yesterday, to offer a substitute for the 
whole bill. [ will proceed very briefly to give the 
reasons which have induced me to offer the sub- 
stitute. Tam in favor of the bill as reported by 
the Committee on Public Lands, but I have been 
informed that there is great doubt whether the bill 
can pass the other House in the form in which it 
has been reported. I have, therefore, in order to 
secure legislation with regard to the public domain 
in California, proposed this substitute. It does 
away with the donation system provided for in the 
original bill, and substitutes in its place the pre- 
emption system. 

Ic is now four years since California, by the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, was recognized as 
an integral part of the American territory, and 
nearly two years since she was admitted asa sov- 
ereign State into the Union; but the machinery of 
the fand system has not yet been put into full oper- 
atica in our State. One of the conditions in the 
act of Congress of the 9th of September, 1850, 
for her admission is, ‘‘ That the people of said 
* State, through the Legislature, or otherwise, 
‘shall never interfere with the primary disposal of 
‘the public lands within its limits, and shall pass 
‘no law and do no act whereby the title of the 
* United States to, and right to dispose of the same, 
‘shall be impaived or questioned,’’ the Constitu- 
tion having delegated to Congress ‘‘ the power to 
‘ dispose of, and make all needful rules and regu- 
‘ lations respecting, the territory or other property 
* belonging to the United States.’’ This constttu- 
tional delegation of power, and the law for the ad- 
mission of our State, plainly point out the duty of 
Congress in this matter, and the setiled policy of 
the nation, fixed by a long series of legislative 
acts as to all the other territory of the United 
States, and now grown intoan established system, 
require that the public lands in California shall be 
laid open to sale without delay, which the suffer- 


ing interests of our people now imperiously de- 


mand, 
Soon after California was represented in Con- 
gress, a bill to effect this object was introduced, 


among other measures, affecting our landed inter- | 


ests; and, although constantly pressed and stren- 
uously urged at the last session, owing to exciting 
and extraordinary causes, of public notoriety, the 
only step towards the measure was the intro- 


duction of an item into the general appropriation | 


act of 3d March, 1851, providing a sum for the 


surveys of public lands and private claims, and | 


compensation, limited to two years, for a surveyor 
general, The legislation which I have heretofore 
proposed and advocated contemplated the granting 
of donations to actual settlers, upon liberal prin- 
ciples. Since then the ‘* homestead ”’ bill, being 
in some respects, a kindred measure, and of a gen- 


eral character, has passed the other House, and is | 


now before the Senate. In consideration of this 
fact, objections have been advanced against making 
special provisions for donations in the California 
laud bill, creating well-founded apprehensions that 
its passage may be jeopardized, deferred, or de- 
feated, if this measure, in a special bill for our 
State, be now insisted upon. I am willing, there- 


} 


fore, to waive the principle for the present, being | 


moved to do so by a conviction of the necessity 
for such speedy legislation as will secure to our 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








| tion system that will make their rights attach from 


the instant of the passage of the Jaw on agricultu- 
| ral lands, whether surveyed or unsurveyed. | 
| now introduce a substitute for the original bill, on 
| which | ask the immediate action of the Senate, 

and to which | think no reasonable exception can 
| be taken. It creates, permanently, the office of 
| surveyor general for California, fixes his salary; 

provides for incidentals; for an official seal by 
| power in regard to surveys in California as the 
| surveyor general of the State of Louisiana has in 

that State; authorizes him, in executing surveys, 
| to act in cases of conflicting boundaries, but not 
| to preclude a legal investigation and decision by 

the proper tribunals; stipulates a maximum price 
| for the survey of private claims and public lands; 
| gives power to the head of the Department, if he 
| deems proper, to direct the surveys according to 
| the geodetic method; to depart truw the rectangu- 
lar system where the public interests may require 
it; authorizes the President, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint a register and re- 
ceiver, with the usual powers; fixes their salary; 
directs the location of the land office at a conve- 
nient place, with power to remove it, and to cre- 
ate two or three land districts in California, and 
appoint officers; lays open all the agricultural un- 


veyed or unsurveyed, to preémption, according to 
the act of 4th September, 1841, removing the re- 
striction in that act as to the extent of possessions 
of claimant, or in regard to abandonment of his 





residence to move on public lands; grants the six- | 
teenth and thirty-sixth sections to the State for | 
school purposes; directs all unsold public lands || 


to be proclaimed and offered, and thereafter makes 
them subject to private sale at $1 25 per acre; for- 
bids the register and receiver from taking fees, ex- 
cept for deciding preémptions, but allows receiver 


/ actual expenses for making deposits. 
The bill which | have prepared as a substitute, 
further provides that, where there shall bea house | 


erected and a cultivation on the school sections, the 
State authorities shall take an equivalent in other 
lands; forbids a settlement on a tract selected for 
a militaty post, or within a mile of such post; 


| declares that certain town or village sites, shall 
not be subject to entry by settlers under this act, |! 
but shall be subject to the act of 23d May, 1844, | 


for the ‘* relief of the citizens of towns upon the 
lands of the United Statés, under certain circum- 
stances,’’ except such towns as are on mineral 
lands, to which the act gives the inhabitants a 
right of occupancy and cultivation, untit Congress 
shall dispose of the same; confers authority for 
paying for surveys by the day, instead of the mile, 
when necessary; orders that officers may hold over 
after their commissions have expired, until their 
successors enter on duty; directs the surveyor 
general, when compatible with other duties, to 
inspect the surveying operations on the field, to 
see that the work is faithfully done, or to depute 
an agent for the purpose; authorizes a seal to be 
provided for the surveyor general of Oregon, and 
fixes his salary; and grants to California two en- 
tire townships for a seminary of learning; pro- 


vides as to the manner of selection, and grants to | 


the State ten sections of land for the purpose of 
erecting public buildings. 
Such is an outline of its provisions—all of which 


| have been, time and again, sanctioned by legisla- 


tive acts as to other States, and are founded upon 
precedents too well established to be now disputed 
—precedents, too, that authorize and allow a far 
more liberal policy towards our State, especially, 
in reference to donations, and in regard to which I 
now give notice that, unless provided for in a gen- 
eral law, I shall hereafter insist upon by intro- 
ducing a measure to convert the preémptions under 
this act into donations, by dispensing with any 
payment on the land. 

even months of the present session have elapsed 


| —we are hastening to the close of the first session 


of the Thirty-second Congress—and I now call 
upon the Senate for a speedy passage of this bill, 
so indispensable and of such vital importance to 
the present and fature welfare of my constituents, 

Mr. FELCH. The bill originally introduced 
into the Senate was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, which committee reported it back 
with an amendment, which was a substitute for 


people the early benefits of the land system by || the whole bill. The Senator from California now 
survey, public sale, and especially by a preémp- || proposes a further amendment, which is, in fact, 


| which to authenticate papers; gives him the same | 


reserved public lands in California, whether sur- | 


j 
| 








}| tute, and the 


| a substitute for both of them. I wish to propose 
/an amendment or two to the proposition of the 
| Senator from California, but Fonmpeas that, in 
Ged aac stage of the proceedings, it will be 
| hardly competent for me to do so, as it would be 
“an amendment to an amendment to an amend- 
| ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norris 
in the chair.) The Chair did not understand that 
to be the state of the case. 

Mr. GWIN. If the substitute which I have 
| offered is adopted in place of the original bill, and 
/the amendment reported by the Committee on 
Public Lands, it will then be open to amendment, 
I suppose. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the Senator from 
California is mistaken. If the substitute is once 
adopted it cannot be amended. All amendments 


|| must be made before the Senate adopt the substi- 


| tute, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
_derstands the rule to be, that when amendments 
are moved to the original bill, the question is taken 
first on those amendments, then on the amendment 
, tothe substitute, and then the question is taken on 
| the substitute itself, 
Mr. HUNTER. I think that is the rule. 
Mr. GEYER. I submit that the amendments 
reported by the committee are the first in order, 
, and that this amendment is intended as a substi- 
tute for the amendment of the committee. 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER, The Chair un- 
derstunds the rule to be, that the original bill is 


first to be perfected before the question is taken on 
the substitute. 


Mr. GEYER. 
ginal bill ? . 
Mr. HUNTER. As I understand it, thisisa 


Is this a substitute for the ori- 


| substitute for the original bill, and therefore I ap- 


prehend the Chair is perfectly right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
now understands that the committee reported a 
substitute for the whole bill. The first question, 
therefore, will be on the amendment of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. FELCH. If that amendment is adopted, 
will it then be open to amendment? 

Mr. HUNTER. I now see the state of the 
case. The bill was referred to the committee, and 
| the committee propere to amend it by a substi- 

Senator from California now pro- 
| poses to amend the substitute of the committee. 
| The best plan to get out of the difficulty will be 
to vote down the substitute of the committee, and 
then let the Senator from California offer his 
amendment as a substitute for the original bill. 

Mr DAVIS. This is a motion to amend the 
original bill, is it not? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The original 
bill was referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands, and that committee reported a substitute 
for it. 

Mr. DAVIS. The committee report in favor 
of striking out the whole of the original bill. Now 
it is competent for the Senate to amend that bill 
before it is stricken out. Therefore, if this is 
proposed asan amendment to that, I think it isin 
order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The original 
bill is open to amendment; but if no amendment 
be offered, the question will be on the substitute 
reported by the committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand that the Sen- 
ator from California and the Committee on Public 
Lands have agreed that they will consider his sub- 
stitute in place of their own. It will save time, 
therefore, to vote down the substitute of the com- 
mittee. The question will then stand as between 
the original bill and the substitute of the Senator 
from California. Of course, amendments can be 
offered to the original bill, before the vote is taken 
on the substitute. 

Mr. ADAMS. I understand the rule, as sug- 
'gested by the Senator from Virginia, that the 
| original bill is under consideration now, and may 
be perfected before the substitute is voted upon; 
but there being no proposition to amend or perfect 
| the original bill, the question comes up first upon 
striking out, and then the substitute will be open 
to amendment. If that should be rejected, then, 


as the Senator from Virginia suggests, the prop- 
| osition of the Senator from California would come 
| up. 

"The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
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now is on agreeing to the amendment reported 
from the Committee on Public Lands. 3 

Mr. FELCH. I hope we may vote down that 
proposition; not but that I prefer it altogether to 
that which is offered by my friend from Califor- 


nia, for I am disposed to be more liberal than his | 
substitute proposes to be, to the settlers on the | 


public lands in that portion of the country. But 
as he apprehends difficulty, apart from the merits 
of the case, and desires to substitute a preémption 
right instead of a donation right, of course I yield 
at once, and hope the Senate will vote down the 
amendment of the committee, 

The amendment reported by the Committee on 
Public Lands was rejected. 

Mr. GWIN. I now offer my substitute for the 
original bill; which is to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and insert the following: 





That the surveyor general for the district or State of | 


California, who is now, or may hereafter be appointed by 
the President, by and withthe advice and consent of the 
Se:ate, shall keep his office at such place as the President, 
in view of the public convenience, shall from time to time 
direct; and the surveyor general, if he has not already 
done 80, and his successors in office, before entering upon 
duty, shall take and subscribe an oath or affirmation betore 
a judge ofa United States court, or other competent officer, 
to support the Constitution of the United States, and faith- 
fully discharge the duties of his office, and give bond in the 
same amount as other surveyors general, the penalty 
thereof to be increased whenever the Secretary of the In- 
terior shall deem proper. He shall be entitled to receive a 
salary at the rate of $4,500 per annum, payable quarter 
yearly, to commence from the time of entering into bond. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
allowed for clerk hire in the office of the surveyor general, 


the sum of $11,000 per annum, or so much thereof as may | 
be necessary; and tor office rent, fuel, and other incidental | 
expenses of his office, such sums as shall be found neces- | 


sary by the Secretary ofthe Interior. And the Secretary of 
the Interior is hereby authorized to cause an official seal to 


be prepared for the office of the said survefor general ; and | 


any copy of, or extracts trom the plats, field-notes, and other 
records and documents on file in his office, when attested 
as such, by the said seal, and the signature of the surveyor 
general, shall, in all judicial matters, have the same force 
and effect as the originals. 

Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the said sur- 
veyor general shall have the same power and authority, and 
perform the same duties respecting the public lands and 


private claims in the State of California, as by law appertains | 


to, and are required of the surveyor general in Louisiana, | 


except so far as the same may be modified by this act. He 
shall engage a sufficient number of skillfnl surveyors as his 
deputies, whom he shall cause to survey, measure, and mark 
base and meridian lines through such points, and perpetuated 
by such monuments, and such other correction parallels 
and meridians as may be prescribed, and also to survey and 
establish the other lines of the public lands. 

cause all private claims to be surveyed after they have been 
confirmed ; and in the location and survey of them, he shall 


He shall also | 


have the same power and authority as are conferred on the | 
Jand officers of Louisiana, by the sixth section of the act of | 


3d March, 1831, creating the office of the surveyor general 
for that State; and for surveying the base and meridian 
lines, and private claims, and meandering navigable waters, 
the deputy surveyor shall be allowed not exceeding $16 


per mile; and for surveying the other lines of the public | 


landsethere shall be paid not exceeding an average of $12 | 


per mile: Provided, That none other than township lines 
shall be surveyed when the lands are mineral or are 
deemed unfit for cultivation; and no allowance shall be 
made for such lines as are not actually run and marked in 
the field, and were actually necessary to be run. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Thatif, in the opinion 
of the Secretary of the Interior, it sh 


all be advisable, he is | 


hereby authorized to direct such surveys after what is | 
known as the geodetic method. And whenever, in the | 
opinion of the Secretary of the Interior, a departure from | 
the rectangular mode of surveying and subdividing the pub- | 


lic lands would promote the public interest, he may direct | 


such change to be made in the mode of surveying and des- | 
ignating the said lands as he may deem proper, with refer- | 


ence to the existence of mountains, mineral deposits, and || 
the advantages derived from timber and water privileges: | 


Provided, That such lands shall not be surveyed into less 

than one hundred and sixty acres, or subdivided into less 

than forty acres, unless under peculiar circumstances. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 


| lands in the State of California, whether surveyed or unsur- 


and lower, or the upper, middle and lower portions of the | 
State; and he shall appoint, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, or during the recess of Congress | 
when necessary, a register of the land office and receiver 
of public moueys for each of such land districts; and the 
land offices for the same, respectively, shall be located at, 
ang be removed trom ume to time to such places as the 
President shall deem most suitable for public convenience. 
Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That all the public 


veyed, with the exception of sections sixteen and thirty- 
six, which shall be and hereby are granted to the State for | 
the purposes of public schools in each township, and with | 
the exception of lands reserved and appropriated under the 
authority of this act, and excepting also the lands claimed 
under any foreign grant or title and the mineral lands, shall 
be subject to the preemption laws of 4th Sepiember, 1841, 
and shall, afler the plats thereof are returned to the office 
of the register, be offered for sale, after six months’ public 
notice in the State of the time and place of sale under the 
laws, rules, and regulations now governing such sales, or 
such as may be herealter prescribed : Provided, That where 
unsurveyed lands are claimed by preémption, the usual 
notice of such claim sball be filed within three months 
alter the return of the plats of surveys to the land offices, 
and proof and payment shail be made prior to the day ap 

pointed by the Presidest’s prociamasion for the commence 

ment of the sale, including such lands, the entry of such 
claims to be made by legal subdivisions, and in the most 
compact form: 4nd provided further, That the restrictions 
in the act of 4th September, 1841, as to the extent of the 
possessions of the claimant, and of quitting or abandoning 
his residence on bis own land to reside on public jand in 
this State, shall interpose no bar to their obtaining the bene 

fits of this act; and all of said lands that shall remain un 

sold after having been procluimed and offered, shall be sub 
ject to entry at private sale as other public land, and at the 
same minimum price per acre; and the register and receiver 
shall not be entitled to any percentage or fees, except for 
deciding preémption cases, when each of them shall be al 

lowed the same fees as are paid to other like officers ; but 
the receiver shall be entitled to his actual necessary ex- 
penses, going and returning in making his deposits. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, ‘That where any set 
tement, by the erection of a dwelling house, or the culti 
vation of any portion of the land,shall be wade upon the 


| sixteenth and thirty sixth sections, before the same shail 


be surveyed, or where such sections may be reserved for 
public uses or taken by private claims, other lands shall be 
selected by the proper authorities of the State in lieu 
thereot, agreeably to the provisions of the act of Congress, 
approved on the 20th of May, 1826, entitled ‘* An act to 


| appropriate lands for the support of schools in certain town 


ships and fractional townships, not before provided for,” 


| and which shall be subject to approval by the Secretary of 


the Interior. And no person shall make a settlement or 
location upon any tract or parcel of land selected for a mil 
itary post, or within one mile of sueh post, or on any other 
lands reserved by competent authority ; ner shall any per 
son obtain the benefits of this act by a settlemeut or loca 
tion on mineral lands. 

Sec. 8. dud be t further enacted, That the public lands, 


| not being mineral lands, occupied as towns or villages, 


appointed by the President, by and with the advice and || 


consent of the Senate, a register of the land office and re- 


ceiver of public moneys for the State of California, at such 
time as, in his judgment, the public interest may demand, 
with a salary each of three thousand dollars per annum, 
payable quarter-yearly; and the land office shall be located 
at such place as the President, in view of the public con- 
venience, shall from time to time direct; and previously to 
entering on the duties of their offices, they each shail take 
and subscribe an oath or atlirmation, before one of the 
judges of the United States courts, or other competent 
Officer, to support the Constitution of the United States, 
and faithfully tu discharge the duties of their respective 
offices, and shall give bond in the same amount as other 
registers and receivers of the public land offices; and their 
general duties and responsibilities shall be the same as 
other officers of like character: Provided, however, That 


at such time or times as in his judgment the public interests | 


may so imperatively require, and in the absence of any 


further and special legislation of Congress on the subject, | 
it shall be lawful for the President of the United States to | 


divide the State ot California into two or three separate 
and distinct land districts, as circumstances shall deter- 
mine to be necessary, embracing, respectively, the upper 





| him if recommissioned, or otherwise, for the additional | 


shall not be subdivided, or subject to sale, or to be appro 
priated by settlers, under the provisions of this act; but the 
whole of such lands, whether setiled upon before or after 
the survey of the same, shall be suoject to the provisions of 
the act entitled *“* An act forthe relief of the citizens of 
towns upon the lands of the United States, under certain 
circumstances,”? approved May 23d, 1844, except such 
towns as are located on or near miveral lands, the inhabit 
ants of which shall have the right of occupation and culti 
vation only until such time as Congress shall dispose of the 
same; nor shall any lands specially reserved for public 
uses, be appropriated under the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 9. ind be it further enacted, That whenever the 
public surveys, or any portion of them, authorized by this 
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act, or by the act appreved September 27, 1859, entitled | 


* An act to create the office of surveyor general of the 
public lands in Oregon, and to provide for the survey and 
to make douations to settlers of the said public lands,” are 


so required to be made as to render it expedient to make | 


compensation for the surveying thereof by the day, instead 


of by the mile, it shall be lawfa!l for the Commissioner of | 


the General Land Office, under direction of the Secretary 
of the Interior, to make such fair and reasonable allow 
ance as, in his judgment, shall be necessary to insure the 
accurate and faithful execution of the work. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That, except where 
the Presidentof the United States shali see cause other- 
wise to determine, each officer to be appointed in virtue of 
this act, and also every other like officer of the United 
States, may continue in the uninterrupted discharge of his 
regular official duties, and is hereby authorized accordingly 
so to act, after the day of expiration of his official commis- 
sion, and until a new commission shall be issued to him 
for the same office, or otherwise, until the day when a suc 
cessor shall entef upon the duties of such office ; and the 
existing official bond of any such officer so acting, shall be 


deemed and held to be good and sufficient, and in force | 


until the date of the approval of a new bond to be given by 


time wherein he may so continue officially to act, pursu- 
ant to authority hereof. And the provision as to bonds to 
be given by deputy surveyors for the faithful execution of 
their duties, in a penalty of double the estimated amount 


of m@mey accruing to them under their surveying con- 


tracts, as required by the act of March 3d, 1831, entitled 


| An act to éreate the office of surveyor general of the 


|| public lands for the State of Louisiana,” referred to in the 
|| third section of this act, shall be and the same is hereby 


made applicable to public surveys in the State of Califor 
nia, and the sufficiency of the sureties to all such bonds 
shall be approved and certified by the proper surveyor gen- 
eral; and the same provision is hereby extended to all 
other branches of the public surveying service elsewhere ; 


|| and ail such bonds heretofore required of deputy survey- 
| ors, according to usage in the surveying service, shall be | 


’ deemed and held to be of the same v 


had been required by law. And it is hereby made the duty 
of each of the respective surveyors ge neral of the public 
lands of the United States, so far as is compatible with the 
desk duties of his office, oceasionally to inepect the sor 
veying operations while tn progress in the field, sufficiently 
to sati=fy himsel!, from actual inspection, of the fidelity of 
the execution of the work according te contract, and the 
actual and necessary expenses incurred by him while so 
engaged, shall be allowed; and where it is incompatible 
with his other duties, for a surveyor general to devote the 
time necessary to make a personal inspection of the work 
in progress, then he shall be, and hereby is, authorized to 
depute a confidential agent to make such examination; and 
the actual and necessary expenses of such peron shall be 
allowed and paid for that service, and $8 per day during the 
examination in the field: Provided, That such examina 
uon shall not be protracted beyond thirty days, and in no 
case longer than is actually necessary; and when a sur- 
veyor general, or any person employed in his office aia 
regular salary, shall be engaged in such special service, he 
or they shall only receive his necessary expenses in addi- 
tion to his regular salary. 

Sec. ll. dud be further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authonzed and required 
to cause to be provided tor the office of surveyor general of 
Oregon a seal, with such device as shall be deemed suit 
able, and copies of any papers on file in his office which 


| may be authenticated by him under said seal shail be ey 


idente in all cases in which the originals would be ev- 
idence ; and from and after une passage ot this act the salary 
of said surveyor shall be $3,500 per annum, 

Sec. 12. Andle it further enacted, That the quantity 
of two entire townships, or seventy two sections, shall be 
and the same is bereby granted to the State of California, 
for the use of a seminary of learning; said lands te be 
lected by the Governor of the State, or any person he may 
designate tor that purpose, in legal subdivisions of not less 
than a quarter-section of any of the , YHeccUpied, 
and unappropriated public lands therein, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, and to be dispoerd 
of as the Legislature shall direct: Provided, however, That 
no mineral lands, or lands reserved for any publie purpose 
whiatever, or lands to which any settler may be entitied 
under the provisions of this act, shall be subject to such 
selection. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
and is hereby granted to the State of Calilornia the quan 
tity ef ten cutire sections of land, for the purpose of ervet- 
ing the public buildings of that State; eaid lands to be ve 
lected by the Governor, or any persons he may designate, 
in legal subdivisions of not less than a quarter section of 
any of the unsold, unoccupied, and noappropriated public 
lands in that State, and subject to the appreval ofthe Sec 
retary of the Interior: Provided, however, That nove of 
said selections shal) be made of mineral lands, or lands re- 
served for any public purpose whatever, or lands to which 
any settler may be entitled under the provisions of this act. 


Mr. FELCH. l wish to propose one or two 
verbal amendments. The first one is to strike out 
the words ‘' reserved and’”’ in the sixth line of the 
sixth section, and to insert after the word ‘*act’’ 
the words ‘‘ or reserved by competent authority.”’ 
That part of the section will then read— 


unsold 


“That all the public lands in the State of California, 
whether surveyed or unsurveyed, with the exception of sec 
tions sixteen and thirty. six, which shall be, and hereby are, 
granted to the State for the purposes of public echools ia 
each township, and with the exception of lands appropria- 
ted under the authority of this act, or reserved by compe- 
tent authority,’’ Kc. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH. 1 propose further to amend the 
same section, by inserting In the twenty-second 
line, after the word ‘* subdivisions,” the words 
‘* according to the United States surveys.”” That 
part of the section will then read— 

* Provided, That where uneurveyed lands are claimed 
by preémption, the usual netice of such claim shall be filed 
within three months after the return of the plats of surveys 
to the land offices, and proof and paymeut shall be made 
prior to the day appointed by the President’s proclamation 
for the eommencement of the sale including sach lands, 
the entry of such claims to be made by legal subdivisions, 
according to the United Stutes surveys,’’ &e. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH. I further move to amend the 
same section by adding at the end the following 
proviso— 

“ Provided, That nothing in this act shal! be constrned to 
authorize any settlement to be made on any of the public 
lands not surveyed subsequently to the Ist day of January, 
in the year 1853, nor shall any rights of auch settlers be 
recognized by virtue of any settlement or improvement 
made subsequent to that date.”’ 


Mr. GWIN. I trust the Senator from Michi- 
gan will so change his proviso as to confine his 


_ restriction to one year after the passage of this act, 


It may so happen that this act may not be passed 
by the first of January next. | would suggest to 
him to strike out the words * Ist: of January, 
1853,” and insert ‘‘ one year subsequently to the 
passage of this act.’’ j 

Mr. FELCH. I will modify the proviso so as 
to meet the views of the Senator from California. 

The proviso as modified was read, as follows: 

** Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed 
to authorize any settlement to be made on any public land 
not surveyed, unless the same be made within'one ‘year 


ty as if the same |) from the passage of this act; nor shall any rights of ‘such 
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settlers be recognized by virtue of any.settlement or im- 
provement made upon such unsurveyed lands subsequent 
to that date.’’ 


Mr. FELCH. The bill now recognizes the 
rights of settlers to preémption on jands that are 
not surveyed; of course it must do so, or no 
rights could be recognized, as no lands have been 
surveyed as yet. The bill, as originally reported 
ut the last session of Congress, followed in its 
provisions the bill in relation to settlements in 
Oregon, granting to settlers donation rights, not 
merely at the present time, but prospectively, as 
in Oregon, until the end of two years from the 
next January; a considerable portion of that time 
has now elapsed, and I propose in the amendment 
to give settlers time to secure the preémption 
rights on the unsurveyed lands, hoping that a 
commencement may be made in the surveys, so 
that they may obtain privileges, either by entry 
or by preémption claims. I do not think, consid- 
ering the great length of time required to obtain 
information in California in regard to the provis- 
ions of this act, that the time mentioned—one year 
—would be too long; certainly not too long, when 
compared with the time %llowed in the bill relative 
to Oregon; but that is a matter for the consider- 
ation of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. It may all be right, but still 
I want some information in regard to the bill. I 
believe it is a departure from the system which 
has been pursued on this side of the Rocky 
Mountains, as we have never given preémption 
rights ahead of the surveys, except in special 
cases. 
sysiem in another respect, as it proposes to permit 
whites to go and settle upon Indian lands. 

Mr. GWIN. There are no Indians in Califor- 
nia who can claim rights, other than possessory 
rights, to any of the agricultural lands, ‘Their 
locations on these Jands are mostly broken up. 
The Indians are in the mountains, in and beyond 
the gold regions. There are few Indian tribes, so 
far as my information extends, who would be dis- 
turbed in consequence of the passage of this act. 
There is no obstacle, therefore, on this ground, 
in the way, and it is important that the bill 
should pass, as it will entide persons who have 
settled on lands belonging to the United States, 
whether surveyed or unsurveyed, to their preémp- 
tion rights, and give them security in their posses- 
sions until the surveys are made; for Senators 
should remember, that only $25,000 have been 
appropriated for the purpose of extending the 


land system of the United States to California; | 
and although some township lines have been run, | 
none of the public lands have as yet been sur- | 


veyed, nor can they be, to the extent that the 
wants of the country demand, for many years to 
come, The only thing that it remains for us to do, 
therefore, is to devise means for the purpose of 
securing occupants in the peaceable possession of | 
their lands. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH. In the forty-seventh line of the 


eleventh section, there is a provision for the pay: {| 
1e 


ment of the actual and necessary expenses of t 

officer who may be deputed by the surveyor gen- 
eral to inspect, in his stead, the surveying opera- 
tions while in progress in the field. It provides 
that, ta addition to the allowance and payment of 
the actual and necessary expenses of such person, 
he shal! be paid eight dollars per day during the 
examination in the field. I move to amend this 


part of the section by striking out “ eight,”’ and | 


9 


inserting ‘‘ five;’’? so that this officer shall be re- 
munerated at the rate of five dollars per day. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Gwin’s substitute, as amended, was agreed 
to, and the bill was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. GEYER. I observe, in the sixth section, | 
it is proposed to grant to the State of California 
sections sixteenth and thirty-sixth, in every town- 
ship, for purposes of schools. I do not know, | 
Mr. President, what is the reason for that differ- | 
ence in this act, from the course which has beeu 
taken in regard to other States and Territories, 
with the exception of Oregon, and why it is pro- 
posed to grant two sections in every township for | 
the support of schools. I do not look upon it as 
a grant to a State; but I suppose that these dona- | 
tions are made by way of encouraging persons to | 
settle upon the public lands, and that they are | 
given to the towns as an inducement that they | 
will have this land appropriated to schools; while | 


7 — _ 
| in the other land States the sixteenth section alone 
| has been reserved. 


Perhaps it is also a departure from the | 
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| induce settlements in California; and I therefore 
| move to.strike out the words “and thirty-sixth.”’ 
Missouri || 
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I understand the thirty-sixth | 
section was also reserved in Oregon and dedicated 
to schools. But I suppose that arose from the pe- 


culiar condition of thatcountry. A different sys- || 
| tem from that which has been adopted in the other 


States and Territeries was adopted there by way 
of inducing persons to go into that remote region 
to occupy that territory, then belonging to the 
United States, which had remained unsettled by 
citizens of the United States for many years. I 
do not know that any such bounty is necessary to 


Mr. GWIN. If the Senator from 
will take into consideration the time when the Ore- 
gon bill passed, he will find that it was within the 


| last two years, and that it has precisely the same 


provision which is in this bill. lam sure that the | 


| same advantages, in regard to education, are due 
| to the people of California which have been 


| it would be a most flagrant act of favoritism to give 
|| to the people of Oregon, who are divided from the 


| whicle you give to the people of California. As to | 
| the inducements to emigration,the Oregon bill was 
er ’ > 
passed with more especial reference to the settled || 


granted to the people of Oregon. It seems to me 


poe of California only by an imaginary line, 
double the amount of land for school purposes 


policy of the Government; and the same course 
will be pursued with respect to remote Territories | 


| hereafter. 1 hope this distinction will not be drawn 


| tages given to the people of that Territory which are 
| notasked for in this bill. 


against the people of California, when the same 
amount of land precisely has been granted to the 
people of Oregon, and when there are many advan- 


The donation principle 


| is admitted in the bill for Oregon; and though we 
| will contend for that principle hereafter, if the || 


homestead bill does not become a law, all we ask 


| 


now is ee that we may have the land system || 


extended to California, and the same amount of 


| land granted for school purposes as was granted 


| to Oregon. 


Mr. GEYER. Mr. President, if I thought my 
proposition would have the effect of a discrimina- | 
tion against California, I would withdraw the mo- | 


| tion to amend at once; but it is because there is a 
| discrimination in favor of California that I have | 








made the motion. Provisions are proposed to be 
made for the people of California, which were 
never made for those of any other State. I would 
have no earthly objection to the dedication of fotir | 
sections of land in every township, for the pur- 


t though they get nominally twice as much land, 


A 
; _———$$ _____ coetatestoemenee 


they will really have less in value. Now, the 
| Senator knows that the whole of that country is 
of an entirely different formation from anything 
on this side of the mountains; that the only por- 
| tion of the country capable of cultivation, is that 
| lying along the rivers,‘and even that, in most in- 
| stances, must be irrigated in order to be profitably 
cultivated. I take it for granted that the country 

is very much like that which we saw in Mexico, 
| when we passed through it, rather of an Asiatic 
formation; and if so, California, even if you double 
the quantity given to other States, would havea less 
quantity of valuable land, given for this purpose, 
than the State of Missouri, or lowa, or Illinois. 
That was the impression upon which I acted then, 
and I am satisfied, that if the Senator will reflect 
for a moment that that country is only capable of 
being cultivated along the rivers, and even there, 
| in many instances, only by irrigation, he will see 
that this land will not be sufficient to afford the 
means of education which we have in the States 
of the Mississippi valley, where the land is so 
| much more fertile. 
| Mr. BORLAND. Iam in favor of retaining 
this proviso, on the general ground that it is a 
poy »er and good policy to double the quantity of 
re usually given for common-school purposes; 
| and in connection with this, | will mention now— 
for I presume some Senators may have forgotten 
it—that, two years ago, the Senate passed, with- 
out a dissenting voice, a bill granting to all the 
new States having public lands within their bor- 


|| ders, this additional section of land in each town- 


| Ship, and further allowing an exchange of all the 
school sections, where they might be found to be 


| of inferior or unsalable quality. The bill was 


introduced by myself, and was reported favorably 
upon by the Committee on Public Lands. It 
passed the Senate, and most probably did not pass 
the House in consequence of its not being reached. 
Such a bill, I believe, is on the Calendar now from 
| the Committee on Public Lands. I trust, there- 
| fore, that you will pass this section as itis. I 
think it is desirable that it should be passed. I 
did suggest to the Senator from California that it 
might be well to amend it by making the provision 
applicable to all the States; but as he wishes his 


| bill to stand upon its own merits, I will not offer 


| Mr. GEYER. 


poses of schools, if that is to be the system to be || 


adopted in reference to the public lands; indeed, 
I believe the interests of the Government would 
be promoted by providing that four sections in | 
every township should be given for that purpose, | 
instead of one. But my attention was called to | 
this by the fact that in every other land State, the 
sixteenth section alone has been reserved for the 
benefit of schools, and I am not able to under- | 
stand why a discrimination was made in favor of | 
California. It was made in the case of Oregon, | 
and it was made as an exception, and I supposed | 


that amendment. 

As I said before, I am not dis- 
posed to press this.amendment, because I believe 
the provision of the bill, as it now stands, to be 
unjust to other States; not on that ground at all. 
The explanation given by the Senator from IIli- 


_ nois has satisfied me that this ease may probably 
| bean exception. The lands of California may 


'| it arose from the fact that some additional induce- || 
| ment was necessary to be offered to prevail on 
| persons to go into that remote region and settle; 


it was to some extent necessary for the defense of || 


| that Territory of the United States, that it should 


be occupied by citizens of our own country, and 
on that account I supposed it was that two sec- | 


tions were dedicated to school purposes in every || 


township. I do not understand that the same | 
reason exists now in relation to California, and I | 
beg the Senator from that State [Mr. Gwin] to 


understand that it is because it is nraking an ex- || 


ception, departing from our general policy, that I 
object to it. Allowing, and believing it te be good 
policy for the Government generally to appropri- | 
ate a larger portion of the public land than has | 
heretofore been ree for purposes of edu- 

cation, it is only because this seems to be an ex- 


| ception to the general policy that I object. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I will siate to the Senator from | 
Missouri, [Mr. Gever,] that when I was on the | 
Committee on Public Lands, we had this bill be- | 
fore that committee, and I concurred in this pro- | 
vision in relation to California; and I did so from. 
a conviction that even after this bill had passed, | 
California would have less valuable school land | 
than either the State of the honorableSenator or my | 

} 


own. Such is the character of the country, that 


probably not be such lands as would be of any 
great value. At the same time, I am pleased to 
learn that the Senate, on one occasion, have passed 
an act to extend it to other States; and I, for one, 
would be ready to vote for such a proposition as 
would equalize grants to the States to any number 
of sections not exceeding four sections to every 
township for the purposes of education. I with- 
draw the amendment. 

Mr. FELCH. I wish to offer an additional 
proviso to the sixth section. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

And provided further, That this act shall not be construed 
to authorize any settlements to be made in any tract of coun- 


try in the occupation of any Indian tribes, or to grant any 
preémption right to the same. 


Mr. GWIN. The rights of the Indians to any 
territory in California are merely possessory; and 
I would like to learn from the Senator from Mich- 
igan whether this would have any reference to 
certain settlements made by the Board of Indian 
Commissioners under treaties which they made, 
and which, perhaps, it is not improper to say, 
were not confirmed by the Senate.- They have 
been placed on pessoas of the public land they 
did not occupy before. Iam quite willing to con- 
cede that these Indians have possessory rights, as 
they had them when the country came into the 
possession of the United States, when they occupy 
the same locations, but there are at present very 
few of them in the agricultural districts. Those 
who are located in the agricultural districts were 
chiefly at the mission stations. I believe there 
were at one time some thirty thousand Indians at 
the various missions in California. There are 
some few Indian villages on the Sacramento and 


other rivers. There is one on Captain Sutter’s 
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possessions. But they arediminishing every year, || Private sale as eee land, and - the same = \| ‘The bill has been published heretofore. It pro- 
Te : . : _ || price per acre; an e register and receiver shall not sa 7 . : . Feat Fe! 

and { am not anxious to distarb them in their pos- | |, entiBed to any percentage or fees, except for deciding vides that the duties paid by the Ww net Feliciana 

sessions, but am also unwilling to acknowledge preémption cases, whep each of them shall be allowed the Railroad Company on certain tron ratls imported 

any right of soil in these tribes. Let them remain | same tees as are paid to other like officers ; butthereceiver | by the company in 1836, be refunded by the Gov- 


at the villages they now occupy, and confine the || shall be entitled to his actual necessary expenses, going and || ernment, 
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ras . : . returning in making his deposits: Provided, That nothing ; TOON = “ ‘ 
operation of the proviso to that object, and I will || io aie ant chell be cohatracd to antherine any settiement 00 Mr. DAWSON. I propose the following ad 
not oppose it. / | be made oa any public land not surveyed, unless the same ditional section to the bill, covering the same prin- 
Mr. SHIELDS. I would take the liberty of | be made within one year from the passage of this act; nor ciple for a similar object: 
sking the Senator from California, what provis- | *®4!l any rights of such settlers be recognized by virtue of ee Or le ti ee Oe e Secret: r the 
a ue P P any settlement or improvement ™*“* on such uneurveyed Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
ion is made in regard to the land occupied by | jands subsequent to that da’ , provided further, That || Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized to refund to the 
these Indian missions? this act shall not be constr ‘uthorize any settlements | Georgia Railroad and Banking Company the duties collect. d 
Mr. GWIN. None at ail. It does not bear | to be made in any tract of : in the occupation of any || 0M certain railroad iron imported by said company: fro 
t] I f have b Indian tribes, or to grantany “mption rights to the same.” vided, ‘That the said company shall prove to the satisfaction 
upon t vem. A large namber 0 grants have Deen |i re > Sled ll alee mi hie of the Secretary of the Treasury, that the rails so imported 
made of lands formerly cultivated by the missions. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || were actually laid down ar, or about, the time When the 
The bill merely relates to the public domain dis- || will now be on concurring in the several amend- || rails of the Red River Company, the Ceateal Georgia Rai! 
tinct from the lands. These lands, for a few varas |, ments made as in Committee of the Whole. a Banking Company, end the Mensoe mempens 
2 é y a ; mw _ a y vu a ‘ "Tt ani uv ne. " w T ie © whic }com mule 
immediately around the missions, are claimed by || The amendments were concurred in, and the |) Congress has already remitted the duties. 


the priests, and these claims are, | presume, being || bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- on 
: 2 , The amendment was agreed wo. 


adjudicated upon by the board of commissioners. || ing. : 

: Mr. BRODHEAD. I should really lik 
The bill has no reference to these claims whatever. |} EXCHANGES OF SCHOOL LANDS. |}. Mr. aw. should really ike to 
They may be brought before Congress in a sepa- || Mr, MALLORY. I now move that the Senate know what peculiarity there is in these two cases, 


rate bill, if it is decided that the board of landcom- || postpone all prior orders, with a view to take up | that should cause Congress to remit the duty on 


missioners have.not power to extend to them the || « A bill allowing exchanzes of school lands, and | this on een aes I believe, pay duties 
. a . ; ; ooo. o : : on railroad iron. tf there is anything peculiar in 
relief which the representatives of the church ask. | authorizing selections for deficiencies in certain 


é ’ 
. v1 ‘ ° . . . se 7 raAses { y ’ » the vce ; 
Mr. FELCH. My object in offering this | cases.’ a er _ . ~ —s i = ' — ee 
. . - . | ) 1e@ renerail ruie snoulk ike to Know tt 
amendment is certainly not to embarrass any of 7" , o to. 7” = Neti 
.y y he motion was agreed t« Mr. BROOKE. In accordance with the request 


the settlers of California. A suggestion wasmade | The bill was read a second time, and considered . , - ) nree + 
by the Senator from Virginia, that we might pos- | as in Committee of the Whole. ro ee yay Iwania, | . 1 7 —_ 
sibly, in legislating on this matter, be interfering || It provides, that where any tract of land which || — ee he anal e a il Seis ithin fre 
with some of the rights of the Indians of that | has been set apart for the use of schools in any of i os S , ae eal seater ads a avs pins a 
country. The truth-is, that we have little actual | the several States which contain public land, has || 7°" thereafter, ow d Sey ee Von eee ee 
knowledge on the subject of the Indian tribes in || been or shall be found of inferior quality, unfit - ane ates "Bele In oe a 
that country. Officially, we have none, for 1 be- |) for cultivation, or unfavorably located, the prog | ported Z the West = co nee ‘ Mace the 
lieve we have no treaties that ever were made || school authorities of such State may, and ue coats ep aumtionn en \dtetertiinemaas Sieabentin at 
with any of them. It is, however, understood || are hereby authorized to relinquish the same un- he ir, vente a et . ® N — " eh gy re 
that a jarge portion of the country occupied by | der such rules and regulations as may be pre- a et nkit : ee at to Howe acme ee k st 
the whites is relieved of the original inhabitants. |) scribed by the Commissioner of the General Land he ’ ats “a ~ — - ait . : 08 Tv . pre ae 
Stull { understand that there are portions of the || Office, and to select in lieu thereof, in legal subdi- | ceulties hevine al ae as ee tad te 
country to which the Indians have retired—per- visions, a quantity not to exceed the number of rn aodk oes Nn whicl no to ee n- “ NN = 
haps mineral portions—and which they are occu- || acres of the tract so relinquished, of any of the Yok — Moot tai Nar acing ra nore 
pying to a considerable extent. My object was || unclaimed and unappropriated public lands then yt . 1 ak —_ ‘ ~“ ; —— = five — 
to avoid the possibijity of white people going || subject to private entry at the minimum price, sit- | no ae ry , =e a : ough we is impor e 
among the Indians and making settlements, and || uated within the township where said relinquished a ad : a ae one » - ‘eanes tens er net 
claiming that the United States had given sanction | land was situated; or should none of good quality the ¢ ied. re — et ites aes a as they 
to it by this law in opposition to the rights of the I} remain in the township, then the selection may be oan a ot a oo a er eee a h 
Indians. ‘The way to get rid of the Indians isnot | made in each case from any such land within the 1832. : ae ts — reading of the report, which 
by sending white men to claim rights among them. | limits of the particular State, the selection to em- ects Foren a! ae - _ ‘ . 
It is to form treaties with them, astheGovernment | brace at one and the same time all the land author- || _. Mr. DAWSON. My friend from Pennsylva- 
has heretofore done, according to the ptovisions of | ized to be taken by the authorities making the | mia, who repreasas the iron interest, {Mr. Brop- 
the Constitution. Although this bill is intended || exchange, and to be entered and recorded at the || neEAD,} will find that this amendment comes in 
to provide for those settlers who are now there, | proper land office of the district in which the se- | competition with no interest which he represents. 
and those who may go there within a limited time, foes land may lie; and upon the approval by the [t is only to perform an act of wre which has 
I think we should endeavor to keep it free from || Secretary of the Interior of the new selection un- || P€? recognized i this ‘Leay' Mer euntses: years 
all embarrassments of the kind to which I have |) der authority of this act, a patent shall issue as in past. ~ It will be re -ollected that in 1832 the Gov- 
alluded. I therefore apprehend, that while this || other cases: provided, that before any such patent ernment of the ( nited States, for the purpose of 
proviso will notinterfere with any settlements made |! shall issue, or any right or interest attach to the || SWCouracine internal improvements by the States, 
there, because the settlements will be made where || land so selected, the proper authorities holding permitted railroad iron to be brought in free, as 
there are no Indians, yet I think it is a safeguard || the title to the land proposed to be exchanged, | mene Gata had an oppressive effect upon individ: 
which is due to the Indian themselves, and which || shall execute and deliver to the United States || 2! and State enterprise. The act was continued 
we ought to throw around their rights. I do not |, proper deed or deeds, to be approved by the Sec- in ee down through 1836 and 1837, and until 
apprehend that this proviso will embarrass any- || retary of the Interior, conveying to the United 1842. The facts in regard to that matter have 
body; but, on the other hand, it seeni& to me to | States an unencumbered title to the premises so || been properly stated by the Senator from Missis- 
be quite proper that we should give the Indian | proposed to be exchanged; and also, that the prin- || *'PP'> (Mr. Brooke.) ; , 
that security which I desire to give him by this || ciples of the act entitled ** An act to authorize the | As early as 1533, ee undertook eee 
proviso. selection of certain school lands in the Territories | the Northern with the Gulf States by a railroad 
Mr. GWIN. I shall not oppose it. I do not | of Florida, lowa,and Wisconsin,”’ approved the || re eee baer to open 8 Way vor travel ” 
think it will have any particular bearing any way. || 15th of June, 1854, and which have been hereto- | rs ; oh valley ; s e expended eae La om 
The question was then taken on the amendment, | fore held to be applicable only to actually sur- || 4 a th ene See siiied tin oe opal 
and it was agreed to; and the section, as finally |! veyed townships, in which the sixteenth section || +e , aaa Ui ae oes ity cata any: ether 
amended, is as follows: therein was either in whole or in part covered by || PMte In the Union, altogether for the convenience 


= . . . . || of the country, and at an immense loss, for our 
_ |} confirmed titles, leaving other public land in said || ‘ ’ fhe, ae 
** Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all the public * as > I . || stock went down to forty cents on the dollar 


lands in the State of California, whether surveyed or unsur- || township be extended so as to apply to those | . , ~ , 
veyed, with the exception of sections sixteen and thirty-six, || tracts of country, in any of the States referred to But we have survived all that. It so happened 
c that large shipraents of railroad iron were ordered 


whieh shall be and hereby are granted to the State for the || in the first section of this act, covered by large ; ccaae 
purposes of pate schools in each township, and with the | private claims, which.embrace a greater area than before the pessuge of the act of 1842, but they did 
exception of lands appropriated under the authority of this : ° at 5 iv rt ac or i¢ 
Yi |a township and which, therefore, may have pre- || 94 #frive until af er that act went into operation, 
and duties were paid. From time to time the 


act, or reserved by competent authority, and excepting also ° 
the Jands claimed under any foreign graat or title, and the |, cluded the survey in the usual rectangular mode —— 
mineral lands, shall be subject to the preémption laws of | of what would have been a township of public railroad companies in Georgia, and throughout 
4th September, 1841, and shail, after the plats thereof are : = || the South generally, have applied for a remission 
P land d also, that the land authorized to be se- || 5 y I 

returned to the office of the register, be offered for sale, after || BRE, ARE SHS, a Aon Seen eee oe | of the duties. and they have been remitiéd. The 
six months’ public notice in the State of the time and place lected and granted by this act, may be, by the Felici R: il adc sit ha ' it sn teenie 

of sale under the laws, rules, and- regulations now govern- || proper State authorities, disposed of for the same Siciana Reliroes Vompany applied ten years =a" 
ing such sales,or such as may be hereafter prescribed: || purpose and in the same manner as other school || for a remission of duties on this iron. ‘The money 
Provided, That where unsurveyed lands are claimed by pre- || h fi a : d \| which was paid by the company went inte the 
emption, the usual notice of such claim shall be filed within 1 ands ereto ore grante ? . i Treasur and bills for the relief ‘of the company 
three months after the return of the platsof surveys to the 1 The bill was reported to the Senate without || h aetaan i hodv or the other heretofore. but 
land offices, and proof and payment shall be made prior to || amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a || )®¥© Passe one body or bis 79 

the day appointed by the President’s proclamation for the || third reading have failed to pass through both. All we ask 
commencement of the sale, including such lands, the entry || ; now is, to be placed on precisely the same footing 
to euch claims to be made by legal subdivisions, according i| WEST FELICIANA RAILROAD. as other companies, and that we may have simple 
of the United States surveys, and in the most compact form : || “ : { ; own 
ind provided further, That the restrictions in the act of |! Mr. BROOKE. [ask for the postponement of || justice done, asking no donations, expecting no 
4th September, 1841, as to the extent of the possessions of || the previous orders, for the purpose of taking up || ee that has net been extended to others. 
the elaimant, and of quitting or abandoning his residence || Senate bill No. 306. It isa bill for the relief of the || To think of my friend from Pennsylvania, {Mr. 


| 
| 


gn how tnd rede ou pb and inthis Bee shall | West Feliciana Railroad Company. | Beoomea>,) who expects mie to ald bio ron- 
and ail of said lands that shall. athe «5 unsold after having || The motion was agreed to, and the bill was || mongers, rising up and opposing such a measure 
been preclaimed and offered, shall be subject to entry at | taken up as in Committee of the Whole. | as this—it is shocking! Why, the money has 
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already been paid over to the Government; and 
paid, too, under circumstances which did not re- 
quire it of them more than of other companies 
which have been exempt. 

1 am looking at my smiling friend from Iowa, 
{[Mr. Dopvce,}| and want to remind him that we, 
in Georgia, have not had a particle of aid in the 


construction of our great railroad route. We have | 
not had extended to us the same degree of liber- | 


ality which has been shown by Congress to the 


new States, nor have we asked 11; all that we ask | 
I call on the Senators from lowa, 


now is justice, 
from If{linois, from Tennessee, and from Mis- 
souri, and ask them whether they are willing to re- 
fuse us this act of justice, and to forget the benefits 
conferred on them by opening a road from Geor- 
gia to the banks of the Tennessee? We have 


tapped the valley of the Mississippi, and, owing | 
to our exertions, you may now start from Wash- | 


ington, and travel by railroad tothe banks of that 
beautiful river—the Tennessee. Having execu- 
ted this great work—having carried the road over 
mountains, having sometimes tunneled mount- 
ains, having ordered the iron, which was to have 


been laid down before the act of 1842 passed, is || 


there anything unreasonable in our coming fer- 
ward and asking for the remission of the duties 
paid? Is there anything wrong in it? Certainly 
not. Why should not this section pass? 


My friend from New Jersey, (Mr. Mitier,] if || 


I am not mistaken, reported in favor of this claim 


some few years ago, when it was under the con- | 


trol of my late colleague Mr. Berrien, and it has 
been repeatedly reported on favorably. 


The facts are what I stated them to be. Under | 
the law of 1832 the iron was ordered, but did not | 
arrive in Georgia until after the act of 1842 had | 
Every other company,sim- | 


gone into operation. 
ilarly situated, has had its duties remitted—the 
Central Railroad Company had its duties remit- 


ted; the Munroe Railroad Company had its duties | 
remitted, and all that we ask is, to be put on a | 
par with those companies; that, having aided by | 
our enterprise in opening a speedy communica- | 
tion with the West, the few thousand dollars 
which we paid, in the shape of duties, may be | 
refunded, as has been done in all other cases. | 
The losses of the company have been great, and | 
render them more urgent in demanding that meas- | 
ure of justice, which, | am sure, no member of | 
this body can deny, after having accorded it to all | 
Certainly, no one can refuse that to one | 
section of the country which has been done for | 


others. 


another. 

Mr. ATCHISON. By way of reciprocating 
the extreme liberality always shown by the Sen- 
ator from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] to the West, 
and particularly in relation to the public lands, | 
will make this proposition to him: If he will ac- 
cept, in lieu of the money paid by way of duties 
upon this railroad iron, lands that have been of- 


fered for sale at $1 25 per acre, I will give it my || 


consideration, 

Mr. DAWSON. I have one word to say in 
reply. tis the honor of the Government that I 
am desirous of protecting. 


wish us to take the value of it in lands. 
Mr. ATCHISON. The Senatorcharges $2 50 


per acre for public lands when we make a bargain | 
for some, particularly for railroad routes; and I | 


thought | was conferring a favor on him by sug- 
gesting the possibilty of his getting lands at a rea- 
sonable rate. He estimates these public lands 
much higher than we do; indeed, much higher 
than money, and I conceived that | was making 
a very liberal proposition. 

Mr. COOPER. After the very pathetic appeal 
made by my friend from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson, | 
I feel verygreat reluctance in opposing his amend- 
ment. However, notwithstanding his appeal, I 
shall have to put myself in the same category with 
that of my colleague, [Mr. Bropweap.], I am 
opposed to the amendment offered by the honor- 
able Senator from Georgia; although, as [ under- 
stand the proposition, 1 am not opposed to that 
of the Senator from Mississippi, relatin 
West Feliciana Railroad Company. I understand 
that that comes under the provisions of an act 


passed a number of years ago, by which the du- | 


ties were designed to be remitted on iron imported 
for certain railroads. The amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Georgia does not follow the 


principle of the law to which I have just referred; | 


We paid the duties | 
in money, and the Government surely would not || 


to the | 
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and although I have no doubt that a few thou- || 


|| sand dollars put into the pocket of this great com- 
| pany would enable it to extend its operations and 
| divide larger profits to the stockholders, yet when 
|| | begin to grant bounties, I shall not grant them 


| to great corporations. I am in favor of protec- 


be afforded by discrimination in levying duties. 
If 1 could abandon the principle at all, it would 
not be in favor of great corporations; it would be 
in favor of those who we are told suffer from the 
imposition of the daties. Sir, on some other oc- 
casion | may attempt to prove to the Senate that 
the imposition of duues does not always, nor even 
generaily, enhance the price, but thatit has a con- 
rary effect. It is very easy to show, too, by ref- 
| erence to particular articles, for instance, the article 
of nails, that a duty of four cents per pound was 


brought the whole price down to three and one 
fourth cents per pound. That is but one illustra- 
tion of the effect to which | have referred. But L 
believe, that whilst I am willing to grant that 
which the principle of the act of 1836 intended to 
grant, | am not willing to goany further, and give 
bounties to these great corporations. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I would inquire of the 
Senator from Georgia whether the amendment 
which he proposes has ever been acted upon bya 
committee of this body? 

Mr. DAWSON. 
acted upon severdl years ago; anJd 1 believe the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Mitrer} can 
wity the fact. I have been referred by the Hon. 

ohn P. King to papers stating all these facts, and 
alleging their existence. 

| regret very much to hear the Senator from 
Pennsylvania express the idea that the duties en 
iron do not enter into the prices paid. If that be 





my impression was that the duties were paid by 
the consumer. ‘That is my position; but we wiil 
not controvert that point. I wish, however, to 
state the facts in regard to this case a little further. 
in 1832, a law-was passed permitting railroad iron 
to come in free of duty. That law remained in 
force for five years, and it was extended for five 


— ————————————— 


had been then ordered, or was on the way, to be 
admitted duty free. Some of this iron was not 
laid down for three er four years after this altera- 
tion of the law, owing to the poverty of the com- 
panies, and yet the duty was remitted upon it. 


here are Senators on this floor, from every State 
of the Union, all of which began their improve- 
ments about that time, and I| ask if a single com- 


the duties, or if they have paid them under the cir- 
cumstances prescribed by the act of 1842, whether 
they have not been remitted? Yes, sir, all of 
them. These are the only two exceptions. The 
Georgia railroad is a private company. On the 
| rails laid along part of this great line the duties 
were remitted; but on this other part they were 
not remitted, owing to the facts | have stated. Now, 
gentlemen say that, having got so much, why 
should we ask for more? But, sir, see what the 
little State of Georgia has done with her own cap- 
ital! She has carried out this great link at an 





ments, which are useful to the whole nation, this 


|| having a connecting link from Boston to Louisi- 
l}ana. What State in the whole Union has done 





i 
} 
} 


public convenience than that State? Massachu- 


in regard to railroads; New York, I believe, is 


is the next to Pennsylvania. 

Now, let me mention another fact. For years 
our stock was a perfect sacrifice. The original 
constructors of these roads lost fifty per cent. on 
the value of their stock. They realized no div- 
idends for years, and still, through their energy 
and perseverance, with the view of accomplishing 
|| the purpose originally intended, they did carry 
|| that purpose out. 
| has no disposition to debate the matter any further. 

A Senator. What is the amount? 





tion to American industry so far as protection can | 


at one time imposed, and very speedily we | 


| moment before the committee. 


| understand that it has been | 


true, then no protection is wanted upon iron. But | 


years more, namely, till 1842, when it was al- || 
tered, permitting, however, all railroad iron which | 


‘That grew out of the character of the times. Now, | 


pany, in any one State, has been required to pay || 


| Senate, I wish to make a few remarks. 


enormous expense; and if we are disposed to en- | 
courage the States to make these internal improve- | 


| act to 1845, I think. 
is certainly one of them. Gentlemen talk about | 


more than Georgia to carry out such a link? | 
| What State has expended more millions for the 


setts, I understand, is the first State in the Union | 


next; I believe Pennsylvania is next, and Georgia , 


I believe, however, the Senate | 
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I donot know, but the matter 


Mr. DAWSON. 


_is to be brought entirely within the provisions 


which have applied to all the other. bills which 
have been passed; and the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is to say whether all the facts are as alleged, 
so as tg bring this case within the provisions of 
the law which has been provided for cases of this 
kind. He is to decide, after an examination of 
the facts, whether it comes within the principle. 


| We have surrounded that principle in every way, 
1e 


with every safeguard, for the protection of t 


| Treasury. This matter does not at all interfere 


with the iron intevest; and even if the money is 
taken out of the Treasury, that ought to be no 
reason why the iron interest should oppose it. [ 
dislike to see the iron interest get into a squabble 
about so small a matter as this. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norats 
in the chair.) The Chair will suggest that this 
debate is not in order, a8 there is nothing at this 
It will be better 
to allow the bill to be reported to the Senate, as 
the amendment has been agreed to in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. Then let the bill be reported to 


| the Senate. 


Mr. BORLAND. Before the question is taken 


on concurring in the amendment, I want to make 


an inquiry from the Senator from Georgia. 
Mr. HALE. I am entitled to the floor. I 


| yielded in consequence of the Chair having in- 


formed me that there was nothing before the com- 
mittee. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended, and the question recurred on concurring 


| in the amendment. 


Mr. HALE. Let the amendment be read. 

It was accordingly read. 

Mr. HALE. I heard buta little of the remarks 
of the Senator from Georgia, and what I did hear 
pleased me so much, that I regret that I did not 


_hear more. But I believe that Senator is right in 
| saying that Congress has uniformly released the 


duties in cases of this sort. Under these circum- 
stances, if the iron was ordered under alaw which 
admitted it free of duty, in the expectation that it 
would be received under the operation of that law, 
and there was a failure to receive it prior to the 


| passage of a new act changing the terms on which 
|| it might be received and imposing duties, Congress 
| has remitted the duties. 


1 am willing to go as far 
as that now; but | wish to have the assurance that 
such is the fact with reference to this bill. We 
do not know when the iron was ordered, or when 


| it was received, but we are called on to pass an 
| act, provided the Secretary of the 


reasury shall 
be satisfied that the rails were received at the time 


that certain other rails were received. The Sen- 
ator from Georgia shail have my vote, if he can 


| show that the iron was ordered undera law which 
| would admit it free of duty, or with a low duty, 


and that from any casuality it failed to be received 
till a higher duty was fixed, as I am for imposing 


only such a duty as would have been proper when 
| the iron was ordered; but that is not shown. 


Mr. MILLER. As 1 reported this bill to the 


By the 
act of 1832, Congress declared that the duties on 
any railroad iron imported and laid down within 
three years after the passage of that act should be 
remitted. Congress extended the terms of that 
In this case, all the iron was 
imported within the time. Part of it was lost in 
the Mississippi river, by the sinking of the steam- 
boat which was transporting it to New Orleans, 
and, of course, could not be laid down. Thecom- 

any could not give their affidavit that the iron 
fad been laid down; hence the necessity of an act 


to relieve them in that respect. The remainder 


| of the iron, as the petitioners stated, was not laid 


down within the three years, owing to difficulties 
from pressure in the money market, which they 
did not anticipate, and for other sufficient reasons. 
But it was a taunts laid down upon their 
own road. As Gongress has remitted the duties 
in numerous cases of a similar character, and as 
this comes within the spirit of the act of 1832, I 
think it should pass. In the ease of the company 
in Georgia, I believe the iron was ordered previ- 
ous to he passage of the act of 1842. 

Mr. DAWSON. It was in 1841. 

Mr. MILLER. But I think it did not get into 
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the country within the three years prescribed in | alone. I put her in company with Mississippi, l 


the act. }| not with the view of weakening her claim, but 
Mr. DAWSON. No, sir. || rather on the supposition that being in such good 
Mr. MILLER. Inthe case of the Feliciana | company it might be strengthened. But if it is 
railroad the iron was imported within the three | thought desirable to recommit the bill, f will with- 
years; but in the case of the Georgia railroad it | draw my amendment rather than his bill should 
was not. But the Feliciana company did not lay | be jeoparded. 1 will say, however, to my friend 
down the iron within three years, owing to pecu- | from Michigan, that [ do not think he need be 
liar embarrassments. A bill for their relief has | alarmed. He might permit the bill to pass to a 
once passed the Senate. My friend from Penn- | third reading, and if by to-morrow he should see 
sylvania need not be at all alarmed about the pas- || any reason to reconsider the matter he could make 
sage of this bill. the motion to reconsider, and the bill could be re- 
Mr. BAVIS. I should be glad to see some- | considered accordingly. 
thing on the face of the amendment by which a! Mr. MILLER. [hope that motion will not be 
roper case can be shown. |} quite agree that this | concurred in. 1 will suggest that the further con- 
case falls within the spirit and meaning and princi- | sideration of the bill had better be postponed until 
ple of the act permitting the iron to be imported free, | to-morrow, and, in the mean time, the Senator 
and the act of 1842. At the same time I should || from Georgia (Mr. Dawson] can so amend the 
be very much disappointed if we were to a te0 by | section as to render it unobjectionable to the Sen- 
any process of legislation, a new class of cases. | ate. I will state, that | am not entirely satisfied 
If there were anything in the amendment which | myself with the phraseology of the amendment. 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


} 
| 
| 








would show that this case belonged to that | I will again suggest to the Senator from Michigan 
class of cases, so that we are all satisfied that we | (Mr. Fetcn] that he should withdraw his motion, 
tions from other persons not in the same condition, Mr. DAWSON. I have no objection to the 
I should be better satisfied likewise. I am satis-| course suggested by the Senator from New Jersey, 
New Jersey, that it is within that class of cases. || Mississippi [Mr. Brooke] has no objection to it. 
Mr. DAWSON. 1 think the whole thing ts | If the bill should be postponed until to-morrow, I 
the amendment again, for the information of the | to look over it in the mean time, and change the 
Senator. It is as follows: language for the purpose of improving it. 
Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized to refund to the || further consideration of the bill until to-morro 
Georgia Railroad and Banking Company the duties col- The motion was agreed to. 
Provided, 'That the said company shall prove to the satis- 
faction of the Secretary of the Treasury that the rails so : : 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
when the rails of the Red River Company, the Cental |, resentatives, by the hands of Mr. P. B. Haves, 
Georgia Railroad and Banking Company, and the Munroe 
companies Congress bas already remitted the duties. sidered the amendments of the Senate to the bill 

The object was to place the case within the to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
Mr. FELCH. It seems to me that we ought 1852, and that the House had rejected several 
to subject this oniondinana, to the axarmiontiin of of the Senate amendments, had concurred in some 
bnown'to the Senate at ell. On two former c6- | Mr. HUNTER. I ask theunanimous consent 
casions a petition was presented to Congress, and | of the Senate to be allowed to make a motion. I 
Committee on Finance, and no report was ever the House of Representatives to the Committee 
, - . 1: 
made, I believe, from any committee; so that we | on Finance. 
has never received the sanction or examination of EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
— committee at all. On motion by Mr. GEYER, the Senate pro- 
M 
me, I will state that this subject was, acted upon 
before I was in the Senate, and that, as I under- 
sought to be relieved by a general bill; but that ee ieee Shy Rees 1444 
afterwards they were taken up separately. I 
who, by - by, is now eS, of eee Wepnespar, July 14, 1852. 
company, had charge of it, and he turned it over The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
ais esto -9 aoe eae The Journal of yesterduy was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER stated as the first business in 
upon. The other compagies referred to in this | ; 
amendment presented their claims, and they were | “* granting the right of way and a portion of the 

‘ public lands to the States of Indiana and [Ilinois, 
updén. Now I am perfectly willing to apply to | A _ ac 
this case the same rules which have been a lied | ‘ Springfield, Illinois, to Terre Haute, in Indiana.” 
Mr. OLDS. At the requestof the chairman of 
I move to recommit the bill to the committee. ; 
Mr. DAWSON. 1am informed that a bill has 1 the Senate, I ask leave to withdraw from the files 
case, before. | sending them to the Senate. 
Mr. FELCH. I hope the bill may be recom- | There being no objection, it was so ordered. + 
Mr. BROOKE. | hope the Senator from Michi- || Mr. HAVEN. I ask the unanimous consent 
ear will not persist In his motion to recommit the ! of the House to introduce the joint resolution 
é ° é ° , ' ; ; ; 
which there is no objection, should be impeded || ‘The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
by the amendment of the Senator from Georgia. || lows: 
& ows: 
will vote down thre amendment and let my bill go |! the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
on its way rejoicin c | the right of ore the public lands of the United 
. oe tee S | of New York, be, and the same is hereby, granted to the 
the bil ofthe Senator fom Misisppi but Cam | f° ani usin Comey Pet, Tn 
| grant be not injurious to the public interest, and that the 
Mr. DAWSON. I dislike to embarrass the || location shall be approved by the President, as to the posi- 
bill of the Senator from Mississippi; but I also | That if the said railroad shall not be completed within two 


are not opening new ground for further applica- | and allow the bill to pass over until to-morrow. 
fied, from the explanation of the Senator from | (Mr. Micier,] provided that the Senator from 
sufficiently evident on the face of it. I will read | will ask the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Fetcu) 
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the || Mr. MILLER. I now move to postpone ‘<‘ 
lected Dn certain railroad iron imported by said company : 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 
imported were actually laid down at or about the time 
Railroad Company, were laid down, on the rails of which | Chief Clerk, announcing that the House had con- 
aaa service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
laws at present existing. 
acommittee. The facts in the case are scarcely with amendments, and had concurred in others. 
in both instances, I believe, was referred to the move to refer the bill which has just come from 
have here, as an amendment to a bill, a claim which The motion was agreed to. 
r. DAWSON. If the Senator will pardon 
stand it, the several railroad companies were 
know that at that time the honorable Mr. King, | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘ ’Mr. Berrien. ~ 
to the care of Mr. Berrien by the Rev. C. M. Burrer. 
been referred to a committee, but never reported | , . i 
order the consideration of House bill No. 239, 
referred to committees, and reported favorably ic 18 . 
‘to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
to other cases; and in order that it may be done, | ; 
the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads of 
once passed the other House relating to this very | of the House certain papers, for the purpose of 
mitted to the Committee on Finance. LOCKPORT AND BUFFALO RAILROAD. 
ill. I think it would be unfair that my bill, to | which I send to the Chair. 
I trust, that rather thanrecommit the bill, theSenate || p..otved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Mr. FELCH. My object is not to embarrass States lying in Black Rock, in the county of Erie, and State 
: M in the opinion of the President of the United States, such 
ator from Georgia until it has been referred. 
| tion and width of the said railroad: dnd provided further, 
dislike to see opposition to the claim of Georgia |) years, or ifat any time after its completion, the said rail- 
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ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 


NTS 


| road be discontinued or abandoned, the grant shal! cease 


and determine. 


Mr. SKELTON objected to its introduction, 
Mr. HAVEN. I hope no objection wil! be 


| made to this resolution, as it concerns mainly my 


own district, and as it is of consequence to the 
applicants that the grant shall be made at once, if 
atall. Itis usual to pass resolutions of this kind. 
This House has done it in one or two instances 
this session. I remember one instance—the case 
of the plank road in North Carolina, the Fayétte- 
ville road, and I think there have been others. In 
this case there is only eighteen acres of land, on 
which a defensive work cailed Fort Porter is sit- 
uated. Thefortis some thirty feet or more abore 


the levelofthe Erie Canal. This land drops down 


j}asteep bank, and there is a small plat running 
| along by the canal, on which the company pro- 


pose to run the railroad track. k cannot go over 
the hills, or get into the city in any other way. I 
hope the objection will be withdrawn. ’ 

Phe SPEAKER. Is the objection withdrawn? 

Mr.SKELTON. No, sir. 1 object to it. 

Mr. PRICE. I ask leave to offer the resolution 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. MACE, I objett. 

Mr. PRICE. I hope the gentleman will let it 
be read for information. 
no objection to it. 

Mr. MACE. 


order of business. 


lam sure there can be 


I object, and call for the regular 


SPRINGFIELD AND TERRE HAUTE RAILROAD. 

The SPEAKER, Theregular order of business 
is the consideration of the Springfield and Terre 
Haute railroad bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, when 
this bill was reported back from the Committee 
on Public Lands a few days since, with a recom- 
mendation that it be passed, the House extended 
to me its courtesy by postponing the further con- 
sideration of it until to-day. 4 stated on that oc- 
casion that I had confidence in my ability to adduce 
such facts, and to impart such information as 
would satisfy the House that if there be merit in 
a single bill among the series introduced during 
the present session, embracing the alternate-section 
principle, there is merit in the one now under con- 
sideration. Itis for this purpose, sir, that I ask 
the indulgence of the House for a few moments. 
I trust that | may ask this favor without being 
considered obtrusive, for | am confident that no 
one has occupied less of its time than myself. I 
intend to be brief, for | am well aware of the fact 
that much time has been consumed in the discus- 
sion of the principles involved in this bill. I am 
aware that not only the subject, but the patience 
of the House is well-nigh exhausted, and | am 
also aware that other great measures of public pol- 
icy are pressing themselves upon the attention of 
gentlemen; nevertheless these are important meas- 
ures—important to the Government, important to 
the country, and consequently entitled toa fair, 
deliberate, and candid hearing. 

This is a bill granting the right of way. and a 
small portion of the public lands to aid in the con- 
struction of a raiiroad from Terre Haute, in the 
State of Indiana, to Springfield, in the State of H- 
linois, and similar, in all its provisions, to the bill 
passed during the present session, granting the 
right of way and a portion of the public lands to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Hanni- 
bal to St. Joseph, in the State of Missouri. It is 
contended by honorable gentlemen on this floor, 
that Congress has no constitutional power thus to 
dispose of the public domain. The friends of this 
measure, however, contend that Congress has this 
power; and, in support of their opinion, refer to 
the following clause in the Constitution: 

* Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make all 


needfui rules and regulations respecting, the territory or 
other property belonging to the United States.’’ 


| Sir, lam not a lawyer, and do not claim for 


myself any peculiar qualification to decide upon 
or to construe more correctly than another the 
| constitutional law; but, looking at this provision 
of the Constitution as a plain, practical question, 
I cannot resist the conviction that the power in 
| Congress is full and ample to dispose of the pub- 
lic lands in the manner and for the purposes 
| sought by this bill. If, however, I distrusted my 
own judgment, I have the satisfaction to know 


|| thatevery Administration of theGovernment, from 
| that of Washington down to the present time, have 
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recognized this power in Congress, and have given 


it their sanction and approval. The numerous in- 
stances in which similar grants have been made 
by Congress, and approved by the Executive, 
coming down to us through our coantry’s politi- 
eal history, have been so often referred to in de- 
bate during the present session, I regard it asa 
work of supererogation were | to call the atten- 
tion of the House to them again. It is sufficient 
for me to say that I am notembarrassed by a sin- 
gie doubt as to the constitutional power of Con- 
gress to make these grants. It is, to my mind, 
clearly a question of policy, of expediency, and 
as such | intend to treat it. 

sy casting your eye over the map of the coun- 
try, you wil see that the cities of Philadelphia, 
Columbus in Ohio, Indianapolis and 
Haute in Indiana, and Hannibal and St. Joseph 


in Missouri, are pearly on the same parallel of 


latitude; a line of railroad on this route would 
open a direct communication between the Atlantic 
cities and the heart of the fertile region of the 
upper Mississippi. Within the next eighteen 
months that part of this line of road will be com- 
sleted from Philadelphia to Indianapolis; between 
lodintemstie and Terre Haute the road.is in oper- 
ation; between Springfield and Quincy a great 
portion of the road is finished, and the balance 
rapidly progressing towards completion. The 
grant of lands to the State of Missouri made 
during the present session, and to which I have be- 
fore referred, with the private capital of that rich 
and enterprising State, will at once enable her to 
construct the road from Hannibal to St. Joseph, 
thereby making this great chain complete, except 
that part between Terre Haute and Springfield, 
a distance of one hundred and twenty-six miles. 
The object of the bill under consideration is to 
supply this link. 

Krom a statement prepared at the General Land 
Office, and now in my possession, it is estimated 
that about sixty-one thousand acres of land will 
be granted by ‘the passage of this bill, a portion 
of which have been in market and subject to pri- 
vate entry since 1816, and the residue since 1823. 
They are refuse lands, situated in the middle ofa 


vast prairie, and utterly worthless to the Govern- | 


ment; but, sir, pass this bill, aid the private en- 
terprise of the country to add this last link to 
this great national thoroughfare which must ina 
few years be continued westward to the Pacific 
ocean, and they will at once become valuable, and 
find a ready market at the minimum price of 
2 50 per acre; as fixed by this bill. 


ergetic and enterprising people, who, by their 
labor and industry, will add something to the 
wealth and prosperity of thecountry. They will 
no longer remain a barren waste, valueless to the 


Government, and an obstacle and barrier to the | 


settlement and improvement of the West. 
But it is contended that the value of the alter- 
nate sections reserved to the Government by the 


yrovisions of this bill will not be increased in value. | 
} 


My experience, sir, compels me to a conclusion 
directly opposite. 
dred miles of railroad have already been con- 
structed. The value of real estate immediately 
contiguous to these roads, without a single excep- 


tion, has been augmented from one to three hun- || 


dred per cent.,and [ think [ might safely challenge 
gentlemen to point to mea single instance where 
the like result has not been produced by like causes. 
Let me ask them, would not this principle apply 
with peculiar force to the case under consideration ? 


These Jands are as rich and fertile as any upon | 
which the sun shines; but situated as they are— | 


forming a part of an extensive plain, remote from 
timber, stone, and other materials for inclosing, 
building, and other purposes—it is unreasonable 
to suppose that they will be purchased from the 
Government while millions of acres of lands 
equally rich and fertile, possessing all these ad- 
vantages, can be bought at the same price. 


of access and speedy communication with the 
markets, and I can assure you, sir, that no lands 
in the Western world will be sought after with 
greater avidity. These, sir, are some of the ben- 
eficial effects to be produced by the passage of this 
bill. Idonot exaggerate or overestimate them. I 
speak from a full knowledge of the facts, acquired 
by a iife spent in the West; and he who doubts 


the truth of my conclusions knows but little pf 


They will | 


be settled and brought into cultivation by an en- | 


| not. 


\| of a seat in this Hall if I did so. 
‘| are gratuitous and out of place; they come with 
an ill grace from gentlemen whose Siates have || 
shared so largely in the bounty of theGovernment, || 
for constructiug harbors, light-houses, break- | 


But || 
assure to the purchaser of these lands a facility | 
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| wésiern people, and the eflect of such improve- | 


| ments upon the value of western lands. 

| I have intimated that this road is, in its charac- 

|} ter, national. I repeat it, sir. 
Philadelphia to St. Joseph, it will be the longest 

| direct line of railroad on the globe—fourteen hun- 

| dred miles in length, 


| qualed upon the face of the earth in its agricultural 
) and manufacturing resources, and all the etements 


| of wealth and greatness—about mid-way betweer_ 
the lakes of the North and the Ohio river—con- | 


| nected by railroads with Boston, New York, Balti- 
| more, and other Atlantic cities—it will unite with 


| the road from Louisville to Nashville and Savan- | 
Terre || 


nah; to Charleston on the South, and by innumer- 
| able roads with the lakes of the North. 


| hitherto unknown will be opened between these 
| distant regions, binding them together still more 
| closely by the ties of interest, and promoting the 
| common welfare of all. Nature, sir, has marked 
| this as the great overland line of travel from the 
| East to the West. Let me ask gentlemen, if this 
be not sufficient to stamp it as a work somewhat 
national in its character ? 
| ‘The bill is objected to because the lands sought 
| to be appropriated lie within the State of Lllinois, 


| that State having heretofore been liberally pro- | 


| vided for. ‘True, sir, these lands are all within 
| the borders of Illinois; there is notan acre of them 


,| Yuthin the State of Indiana. She received, a few 
rs since, one million six hundred and nine 
| thousand acres of land, to aid her in extending the | 

I am | 


| Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio river. 
| proud on this occasion, as one of her Representa- 
| tives, to express the gratitude she still feels for 

that munificent grant, every acre of which has been 

faithfully applied to its legitimate purposes. 
| more, sir; that canal will be completed during the 
| present year, and the waters of the lakes will min- 


| gle with those of the Ohio. But, sir, is this objec-. 


‘Tt 


| tion well taken? he advantages of this grant 
will not inure to the exclusive benefit of Illinois. 
| She does not come here pressing this bill. Mis- 
souri, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and other 
| States, have quite as deep an interest in the success 
| of the measure as Illinois. 
| Now, if the measure be right and just, if the 
| general interest of the country is to be advanced, 
will gentlemen give it their opposition on the 
ground alone that the interest of Illinois too is to 
be promoted by its success? Again, sir, the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers are national in their char- 
acter. Will gentlemen oppose appropriations of the 
public money for the improvement of these rivers, 


uous to them may be advanced in a greater ratio 


| munication, if its own merits commend it to the 
favorable consideration of the House, I would en- 


|| treat gentlemen to support it as a measure for the | 
In my State about four hun- || 
} ‘| Mr. Speaker, I have listened with pain to the 
| sectional turn gentlemen have, in the course of || 
debate, attempted to give these railroad proposi- | 


good of the common country. 


tions. 1 have heard with regret the terms ‘* West- 
| land piracy,’’ applied to them. 
| to pass them by m silence; | would be unworthy 
These remarks 





waters, and other important national improve- 
ments, out of moneys, too, paid into the common 


| Treasury by the western and southwestern States | 
| as a tribute for the privilege of settling, subduing, 


| and bringing under cultivation the western wilds. 
In all these appropriations, the West has been 
governed by a generous and liberal policy. No 


by the advancement of sectional interests has ever 
been heard from her Representatives on this floor, 
to my knowledge, nor will it ever be unless it be 
| in self-defense. 

Now, sir, let me tell gentlemen, that if this sys- 
tem of debate is to be persisted in, if western 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 


} improvements and western measures are to be 
|| opposed upon sectional grounds, the West will take 





Completed from | 


Passing through the center, | 
| or nearly so, of the States of Pennsyivania, Qhio, | 
| Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, a country une- | 


By the | 


| completion of this road a communication and trade | 


|, present session. 
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because thereby the interest of the States contig- | 


than the more remote States of the Union? I trust | 
If, by the passage of this bill, sir, a link | 
| shall be added to a chain of great national com- 


charge that the public interest had been retarded } yeas 78, nays 101; as follows: 


|| Giddin 
| Hillyer, 











care of herself. . Itis said that ‘‘ power is always 
stealing from the many to the few.’’ This remark 
is peculiarly applicable to the present case, for the 


| time is not far distant when the voice of the West 


will be more potent in these Halis than it is now. 

Sir, I deplore sectional issues of every kind; we 
are a common brotherhood, seeking the same high 
destiny. No great measure of public policy can 
be adopted by this Government affecting the in- 


| terests of one section, either for weal-or for wo, 


without at the same time, to some extent, affect- 
ing the interests of the rest. Were I, sir, to seek 
a motto giving full expression to the sentiments of 
my own heart, it would be: ** The North, the 
South, the East, the West, and the Center, one 
and inseparable, now and forever.”’ 

I have doubtless manifested some feeling and 
anxiety for the passage of this bill, but am un- 
conscious of being governed by local -or selfish 
considerations. 

I desire, in conclusion, sir, to address a few 
words to those gerlemen who supported the Han- 
nibal and St. Joseph railroad bill. That work 
will be almost valueless without the connection 
which will be provided for by the passage of this 
bill. It cannot exist without it. It is the East- 
ern trade and the Eastern travel which is to sus- 
tain it. Such were the views taken by the hon- 
orable gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Haut,] in 
his able speech delivered-in this House during the 
Such, sir, are my views, and 
such must inevitably be the conclusion of every 
gentleman who will calmly and dispassionately 
investigate the subject. 

Gentlemen seem at a loss to understand why it 
is that the new States have, within so short a pe- 
riod, from a mere handful of hardy pioneers, scat- 


| tered over a vast, unbroken, and primitive wilder- 


hess, become populous, wealthy, and powerful; 
and in seeking for a solution of the problem, have, 


no doubt honestly, arrived at the conclusion that 
| this wonderful spectacle is the result of favors be- 
| stowed upon them by the Government. 
| clusion is erroneous. 
' gentlemen to go with me to the West, I would 
| give them a practical answer. 


The con- 
Were it possible for these 


Sir, | would point 
them to the prairie and the forest; to the rich and 
fertile soil; to the exhaustless mineral resources; 
to the boundless fields of grain; to the beautiful 


_ rivers; to the millions of intelligent, enterprising, 


and industrious people, who have inherited the in- 


| domitable energy and patient endurance of their 


fathers of New England, the chivalrous daring of 


_ their ancestry in the sunny South, with the hon- 
| esty and integrity of both. 


With such a heritage, 
sir, the result need not be speculative; it could not 
be other than it has been. 
I trust the bill will pass. 
move the previous question. 
Mr. DEAN. I wish to makean inquiry of the 
gentleman [Mr. Davis] before he takes his seat; 


If it be in order, I 


| and that is, whether this road is not provided for 
| in the general land bill proposed by Mr. Bennett ? 


Mr. DAVIS. It is not. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As the previous 


_ question is called for, I move to lay the bill upon 


the table. 
Mr. AVERETT. I move that there be a call 
of the House, and on that motion demand the 


| yeas.and nays. 
ern interests,’’ ““Western rapacity,’’ ‘* Western || 


I cannot consent || 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken on the motion for 


'acall, and it was disagreed to—yeas 54, nays 114. 


The question then recurred on the motion to 
lay the bin upon the table. 
Mr. MILLSON. Idemand the yeasand nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I move the 


| reference of the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is notin order; 


the pending question being to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


The question was taken on the motion to lay 
the bill upon the table, and it was disagreed to— 


YEAS—Messtrs. Aiken, Allison, Averett, David J. Bailey, 


, Thomas H. Bayly, Beale, Bibighaus, Bocock, Bragg, Buell, 


Burt, Caskie, Chapman, Churehwell, Cullom, Curtis, Dan- 
iel, George T. Davis, Dawson, Dockery, Bdmundson, Fauik- 
ner, Floyd, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, 
gs, Grow, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, 
Holladay, Horsford, John W. Howe, Thomas Y; 
How,I 
Jones, 


1, Ives, Jenkins, Daniel T. Wye ee to 


. Glancy Jenes, Preston King, 
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